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Foreword

To understand a people one mugt firg of dl understand their
culture. Culture is the sum total of what nature gives to
humanity. TheN igerian nation hasover 250 ethnic groupsand
cultures and often timesthere are clashes between these ethnic
nationdities. At present there are problemsbetween the Fulani
herdsmen and farmersin Nigeria the Niger-Delta crises and
theBoko Haram Insurgency. Thequestion isthus, how did the
N igerian nation evolve? Who arethe N igerian citizensand what
istheir economy like?

Indeed, theissue of the evolution of the N igerian state needs
to be put graight. One must aso remember quickly that the
Nigerian economy is a the low ebb due to the dwindling oil
pricesd theInternational M arket. Another problem tha bedevils
the Nigerian date isthe issue of ecologicd and environmenta
chalenges. All theseissuesneed urgent solutionsand the book
edited by Dr. John E. Agaba and Dr. Chris S. Orngu has
attempted a solution.

The book Peaspeatives an Nigaian Peples and Culturesis a
compendium that ex-rays the Nigerian state. It has ceptured
basictopicd issuesabout theN igerian peoplesand culture. The
book has examined the evolution of the Nigerian state and
discussed the notable ethnic groupsin N orthern and Southern
Nigeria Other notable topics examined include, the culture
zones in Nigeria, Traditiona Crafts and Cultura Festivds,
Nigerian geography, Peoples and Linguistic classification,
Citizenship education in Nigeria, Nigerian economy and the
environmentd chalengesin Nigeria

The contributions one would observe have delved into the
varioustopics which are their areas of Interest with the am of
proffering solutionsto someof the nagging problemsconfronting
the Nigerian state. These contributors, who are seasoned
academics of history, have made giant strides and monumenta

iX



contributionsboth to theacademic community and theN igerian
sate as awhole as their proffered solutions appear to be quite
gopropriate.

This book is of immense benefit to al Nigerians. Thus
students and Lecturers of History, Politica Science, Cultura
Studies, Linguistics, Anthropology, Geography and indeed
miscellaneousreadersmugt dl patroniseit.

Prof. S.D. Shishima
Dean, Faculty of Arts,

2016



Blurb

For usto be able to achieve our desire for unity in diversity, we
need tofirst and foremost, appreciate our history asapeopleand
then we also have to appreciate and tolerate our divergent
cultures Thisistheinescagpableredity that highlightsthe need
for the study of Nigerian peoplesand culture.

John E. Agaba, PhD is Associate Professor and HoD of His-
tory, Benue State U niversity, Makurdi, Nigeria. His research
interests are in Economic and Socia History, Gender and De-
velopment Studies. H eispublished nationaly and internation-
aly.

ChrisS. Orngu, PhD teachesdiplomatic History in the His-
tory Department of the Benue State U niversity, Makurdi, Ni-
geria Heisthe Coordinator of GST 113 (N igerian Peoplesand
Culture) and the Deputy Director, Centre for Peace and Devel-
opment Studies, a the same university. He is prolificaly pub-
lished.



Chapter One

Conceptual Perspectivesof Culture

ChrisS. Orngu

Introduction

The intellectual engagement of this chapter proceeds on the
desireto provide ahistorica and conceptua background to the
understanding of Nigerias culturd make-up. Thiswill properly
guideour knowledgein relaion to thecountry’sculturd dynamism
and itslaent effervescence. To make progressin thisdirection, it is
logicd to, firg and foremost, provide a historica sketch of the
country’s culturd diversty and then to highlight the conceptud
architecturetha underpins adeeper gopreciation of what ‘culture’
entadlsin both the goecific and broad mentd congructs

Background to Nigeria’s Cultural Diversity

TheN igerian stateisacolonid credion. It isaproduct of ahigorica
accident that arose out of European adventurism with itseventud
culmination inthecolonization of Africa T hus whilethe European
explorers discovered the undeveloped edate that later became
Nigeria themissonariesesablished the presence of Europein the
areato pavetheway for theeventud arriva of the Europeen traders
with their aggressive tradeinterest. Firg, the European explorers
second, the European Chrigian Missonaries and, third, the
European tradersplayed very important rolesin the chronologica
sequence of eventsthat led to the colonization and creation of the
Nigerian gate.! It wasthe aggressive economic interest and the

' For acomprehensive historical account of this development, see E. E. Ayandele, “Externd Relations
with Europe in the Nineteenth Century: Explorers, Missionaries and Traders,” in O. lkime
(ed),Groundwork of Nigerian History, Ibadan, Heinemann Educationa Books (N ig) Ltd, 1980; also see
C. S. Orngu, Sodo-Pditical Conflidsand N igeria’s External Rdations 1953-2005, Lagos, Bahiti and Ddila
Publishers, 2014. For an instructive and elaborae account of Africa’s contact with the white race, see
Armstrong Matiu Adejo, Reparations Africa’sN ew Chargein a Changing World, M akurdi, Peach Globa
Publications, 2004. See particularly Chapter Three.



2 PERSPECTIVES ON NIGERIAN PEOPLES AND CULTURE

contegtation for the avaricious acquisition of the natura wedth
of the native peoples that encouraged the convocation of the
inglorious Berlin Conference of 1884-85.2 Arising from the
Berlin Conference, the European interlopers adopted more
carefully articulated control mechanismsto bringtheir effectively
occupied territoriesunder their control. It wasat the Conference
that the British got theimprimatur from the circle of European
collaborators to occupy the area that later became known as
Nigeria

What the above development entailed wasthat the vast area
that would soon become Nigeria had become the property of
the British colonia powers and thus had to be brought under
their effective control. To achieve this, the British colonia
administrators quickly established acolony and protectorate of
Lagosand Niger territoriesunder theadministration of the Royal
N iger Company through theinstrumentdity of aCharter. The
exigencies of the moment ultimately challenged the British
colonia adminigtrators to come up with more viable ways of
optimizingtheir control over theN igerian territoriesat thebarest
minimum cost. The N iger Committeeof 1898, headed by Lord
Selborne was, therefore, inaugurated by the British colonid
administrators to, among other things, find the means for
achieving greater control over the expansive area a the barest
minimum cost. As a way out of the financia deficit in the
administration of the expansive areas — the N orthern and
Southern Protectorates the Selborne Committeerecommended
theuse of availablefundsfrom thericher Southern Protectorate
to soften the large-scade financid short-fdls of the N orthern
Protectorate. Very significantly, the Selborne Committee
recommended an installmenta amagamation process which

2 TheBerlin Conference was convened to draw the geopolitica map of Aricaandto settlethe contention
of clams and counter-claims over territories by the European powers. For more on this, read C. S.
Orngu, “Ethnicity, Identity Politics: Challenges for Nigerian Federalism,” in V. Egwemi, T. Wuam
and C. S. Orngu (eds), Federdism, Pdlitics and Minaritiesin Nigaria: Essays in Honour of Professor G. N.
Hembe, Lagos, Bahiti and Ddila 2014, pp326-27.
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eventualy took place in three phases. The firg phase of the
amagamation took placein 1900, the second phase wasin 1906
and thelagt and fina phasetook placeon January 1, 1914. It was
the lagt phase that brought aout maor chalengesin defining
the politicd future of Nigeriain the light of culturd diversity
and ethnic plurdism.

From the above background, it isindisputablethat Nigeriais
an agglomeration of various ethnic groupings. These ethnic
groupingssgnificantly differ in their historicd, socid and culturd
make-ups. This reality points to a complex problematic of
tangible socio-political proportionsthat constantly manifestsin
socio-culturd conflicts, ethno-religious intolerance, imagined
or red politicd marginaization and many others within the
Nigerian milieu. M ost of theseproblemsariseand persis mainly
because of our improper gopreciation of the cultura values,
religious beliefs and politicd inclinations of others. Yet, we dl
belongto thesamepolitical entity that isadministered from one
centre; we have acommon currency; one federd congtitution;
onenationa anthem; one nationa team; one nationd assembly
and severd other indtitutions.

For usto be able to achieve our desire for unity in diversty,
we need to first and foremost, gopreciate our history asapeople
and then we aso have to gppreciate and tolerate our divergent
cultures Thisistheinescapableredity that highlightsthe need
for the study of Nigerian peoplesand culture.

Culture: Some Conceptual Perspectives

In our attempt to give aconceptua impetusto the appreciation
of theterm ailturg it isproper to submit that thereisaseemingly
irrefutable consensus among scholars of different intellectua
orientationson what theterm connotes. Thisisbecause culture
iscommonly interpreted to mean the way of life of apeople and
thiscould bemateria or non-materid. Tothat extent, it becomes
plausible to argue that a people’s over-dl life patterns are
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conditioned by the adherence to a specific order, which forms
an implicit code of conduct.® Eating habits, choice of foods,
relationship with others, behaviourad and attitudind patterns,
among other things, can be said to be components of culture.*
Clearly, therefore, culture relates to the way and manner with
which a given people do the things that are peculiar to them.
Thisgoesto explain why culture may be correctly defined asthe
totality of a people’s way of life that manifests through the
channels of their belief system, justice system, behavioura
patterns, feelings, emotions, morality, possessions and
institutions. This validates the claim that culture is a social
inheritance that gives structure to people’slives®

It has been correctly argued that human beings are
systematically conditioned to conform to culturally defined and
constructed patterns of behaviour, thought and belief.® The
process of learning to fit in or adapt to acultureisreferred to as
culturd socidization, which impliesthat aculturecan belearned
or adapted to. Perhaps, this explainswhy E. N wabueze argues
that culture takes the normative, learned and transmitted
dimensions.” Whereas the normative aspect of culture entails
the goas to be pursued, how to pursue them, the valuesto be
espoused and what congtitutes morality, the learned culture
involves acquired values, belief systems and rules of conduct.
Thetransmitted dimension of cultureissymbolic.

Somescholarsview cultureasthetotdity of group expression,
ahigoricd processand adynamicentity® Asaplaform of culturd

8 C.S.0rngu, “Culturd Imperialism and theDilemmaof Cultura Diplomacy in Africa,” Paper presented
a the4 ™ Internationa Toyin Falola Annua Conference (TOFAC), Durban, South Africa 3-5, duly,
2014, p.3.

4 For moreon this, see H. |. Schiller, Communication and Cultural D amination, N ew York, Internationa
Arts and Science Press, 1976.

5 SeeE. Nwabueze, Demozatization and the Didedics of Culturein Contemparary Nigeria, Abuja, N 1CO,
2011, p.8.

6 C.S.0rngu, “Culturd Imperidism and the Dilemmaof Cultura Diplomacy ...,” p.4.

7 E.Nwabueze, Damoaatization and the Didetics of Culturein Contemparary Nigaia, Abuja, N ICO, 2011,
p.8.

8 For instance, see O. O. Okpeh, J. and S. |. U gbegili, Themeson Nigaian Higory, Pegples and Cultures,
Ibadan, Vast Publishers, 2013, p.4.
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expresson, culturd identity manifeststhrough certain styles of
clothing, totems, tattoos and other aesthetic markers. Other
channelsof group cultura expresson arelanguage, graphic arts,
sculpture, drama, dance, music, rituds, etc. The strength of
cultural identity resides in group cultura expression. But
fundamentaly it transcendsindividua human life.

As a historical process, culture is viewed as a factor of
development and the establisnment of ingtitutionson the basis
of specific historicd events® Thisrelatesto theinterdependence
of cultural and ingitutional factors in socia transformation,
politica development and economic growth. To that extent, this
historica processviews culture asafunctionaly related system
that iscodified within acybernetic model of featuringsomebasc
functiond imperatives.

As adynamic process, culture changesintermittently in line
with the changing socid, politica and economic redities of a
people. Cultura dynamics congtitute the inevitable aspect of
human exigenceand can taketheformsof cultura socidization,
cultural adaptation, cross-cultural encounters or cultural
imperidisn. Whileculturd socidization, cultura adeptation and
cross-cultural encounters may take a consciously voluntary
process, cultura imperiadism essentialy comesin the form of
the super-imposition of a ‘superior’ culture over an ‘inferior’
culture.” In the Nigerian experience, the forms of culturad
synchronization in theglobal system with itsconcomitant Euro-

®  SeeF.B.Fiapshey, L. M. Tsikanovaand A. A. Figpshev, “CultureasaSource of Historica Process and
aFactor of Economic Development,” Journd of National I nteredts Priaritiesand Seaurity, 11 (248), M arch
2014, pp.45-50; dso see N. Nunn, “Culture and Historica Process,” EanamicHisoary of Devdoping
Ragons Vol. 27,2012, pp.108- 125. For moreon this, consult Tebellini Guido, “Culture and Ingtitutions:
Economic D evelopment in the Regionsof Europe,” dournd of the Eurgpean Eanomic Assoaation, N o. 4,
2008, pp. 677-716

1 Theargument hereisthat contemporary global redities accentuated by noticeable changesin various
dimensions, especidly in the 21% century, have widened the gulf between the strong and the weak, the
rich and the poor, the superior and the inferior, etc. in this dudistic thesis, African societies have
remained at the receiving end. To that extent, African cultures, including those of N igeria, have been
compelled to assumean inferior position in the relations with Western cultures. Whereasthe Western
culturesare considered ‘superior,” African cultures have inevitebly assumed the ‘inferior’ posturing.
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Americanization of thecountry’sindigenousculturesprofoundly
illustrate forced cultura dynamism.

Conclusion

Thediscussonsgenerated in thischapter have sufficiently shown
that cultureisthetotdity of apeople’sway of lifethat manifests
through the channels of their belief system, justice system,
behavioura patterns, feelings, emotions, morality, possessons
and institutions. Equally, the discussions have sufficiently
demonsdrated that Nigeria's cultural make-up is diverse and
dynamic. The cultura diversty of the country islinked to the
nature of the colonia scheme that brought the various ethno-
cultural entities under one ingtitutionalized politica and
administrative system.



Chapter Two

N otable Ethnic Groupsin
Northern Nigeria

Terwase T. Dzekaand Emmanud S. Okla

Introduction

Nigeriahasover 250 different ethnic groups, al with their own
languages and heritage. The 3 mgor ethnic groups are Hausa,
Yorubaand Igbo. H owever thereare other notableethnic groups
scattered acrossthe country’stwo mgor geographical dividesin
the N orth and South. The notable ethnic groups in the north
includesH ausa, Kanuri, Fulani, Tiv, N upe, Igda, Idoma, Jukun,
Igbira, and Berom. In this chapter we shadl discussthe notable
ethnic groupsin thenorthern part of Nigeria Thecoreemphass
of this segment shal be to highlight the peoples traditions of
origin, migration pattern, belief system, and their socio-politica
and economic activities.

T he Hausa Ethnic Group

Hausa is the largest ethnic group in northern Nigeria and by
extenson the whole country. The term Hausa dso refersto a
language spoken indigenoudy by Savannah peoples across the
far North from NigeriasWestern boundary Eastward to Borno
State and into much of the territory of centrd Nigeria' Hausa
influence has spread to most parts of West Africa and beyond.
N ext to Swahili, theH ausalanguageismorewidely spoken than
any other sngleindigenouslanguage throughout the continent
of Africa?

' countriessstudies.ns/nigeria’38.htm 20/5/2016 5pm
2F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillen, 1973 p.102
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There are conflicting legends aout the origin of the Hausa
States in Nigeria However, the most popular account traced
their origin to acertain Baygidawho emigrated from Baghdad
to Kanem Bornu and married the daughter of the Kanuri ruler.
Bayafidawho wasforced to flee Kanem Bornu dueto squabbles
relocated to Biramta-Gabas, where hiswifeborehim ason®He
left hisfamily for Daurawhere he killed a sacred snake “sarki”
which had for years deprived the people of water from awell,
except on Fridays. In gppreciation of the great feat achieved by
Baygida, the Queen of Dauramarried him and later gave birth
toason cdled Bawo. It wasBawo’sseven (7) children that became
thefoundersof theorigind Hausagaesknown asH ausaBokwai.
The origina 7 dates are Biram, Daura, Katsina, Zaria, Kano,
Rano and Gobir. With the passage of time another 7 states
emerged known as the Banza Bokwai. These states are Kebbi,
Zamfara, Nupe, Gwari, Yauri, llorin and Kwararafa*

ThevariousH ausaStatesemerged ascity saesand devel oped
well structured centraized politica syssem headed by the King,
Sarki and other principal officials. An elaborate judicial
department was dso put in place, headed by the Alkdi and the
gadi.®

The earliest form of worship in Hausaland wasanimism i.e
pagan idol worghip. It wasnot until the 14" century that Fulani
missonaries from Mali started serious work of conversion of
people from paganism to Idam in Hausa land. However the
people continued to mix paganism with Idam until the advent
of theldamic Jhad of the early 19""C led by U sman Dan Fodio.
Thisdevelopment transformed H ausaland into atheocratic state
governed by Idamiclaw. With thisdevel opment thepeoplessocid
life such as marriage and education became highly influenced

3 F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.103
4 F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.103
5F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillen, 1973 p.106
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by Idamic and Arabic culture. Hence in marriage, the women
were put in purdah and were compelled to weer veil in public.®

TheH ausaarchitectura styleand buildingdesign washeavily
influenced by the Arabic world. The mgor occupation of the
Hausaisfarming. The people aso engaged in handicraft such as
weaving and dyeing of clothes.

T he Fulani Ethnic Group
TheFulani originated in the upper Senegd and werebelieved to
have descended from the union between Tuculor women and
Berber traders” By the 7" century A.D the Fulani had firmly
established themselvesin West Africa® T he Fulani were among
the first people to embrace Idam in West Africa. However, for
centuriesthe Fulani were scattered throughout West Africaand
belong to no identifiable kingdom.® By 14" century, Fulani
scholars of Idam and pastoraists began to settle in N orthern
Nigeria They helped in propagating Idam while discouraging
the Hausafrom idol worship." By early 19" century the Fulani
in N orthern N igerialed by U sman Dan Fodio, an Idamic scholar
launched aH oly War, dhad on H ausastates with the purpose of
converting the people to idam and putting an end to paganism.
U sman Dan Fodio’s campaigned received wide spread support
from his kinsmen and even Hausa who were fed up with the
corrupt leadership style and high handedness of their leaders.
Thedhad dramaticaly dtered thepolitica equation of Hausa
land as Fulani’s who supported Usman Dan Fodio in his
campaign took over the seat of powersacrosstheland. Ever since,
the entire Hausa land was brought under the rulership of the
Fulani with Sokoto beingthe headquarter of theldamiccdiphate.

5 www.ecoi.net/../306469-de.htm/ 20/5/2016 6pm

7F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.8

8 F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.8
°F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.8
°F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.8

" F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.113
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There aretwo categories of Fulani, the Fulani Bororo whose
main occupation is cattle rearing and the Fulani Gidai.e. town
dwellerswho engaged in urban crafts and trade.™

The Fulani’sover the years have emerged ascritica element
in thepoliticsof N orthern N igeriaand thecountry at large. The
Fulani hasblended so well with theH ausathat it istoday difficult
for an outsder to distinguish between these 2 sets of people.

T he Kanuri Ethnic Group
They aredso known and referred to asBeri Beri by their Hausa
neighbours. The Kanuri’s are predominantly found in Borno
and Yobe State. A substantid number of them aredso found in
Kano and N asarawa State. T hey are predominantly farmersand
fishermen and are known for their long facia marks. The
Kanuri’shave their kithsand kins acrossthe bordersof Nigeria
in Chad, Cameroun an Niger. M ost Kanuri’sare sunni mosems,
whileafew areanimists.® The Kanuri’sspesksvariety of didects
such asManga, Tumari and Bilma™

TheKisralegend or tradition of origin traced the founder of
theearliest known Kanuri kingdom to aprince called Kisrawho
migrated with hisfollowerstotheeast of Lake Chad from eastern
Africa as a consequence of the destruction of the city of M eroe
(in the present day Sudan) by the people of Axum in about A.D.
350." By the 9" century, Kanuri kingdom had fused with severa
petty states and developed into agreat empire known asKanem
a the east of Lake Chad. However by the 15" century, the seat
of government wasrelocated to Bornu in thewest of Lake Chad.™

Ali Ghaji and Idris Alooma were two great leaders who
contributed so much to the fortune of the Kanem — Bornu
empire. TheKanuri empirelasted for over athousand years(A.D

2F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.8
s www,invisible-dog.com/nigeria-boko... 21/5/2016 4pm

* www.revolvy.com/main/index.php%3Fs...

5 F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, Macmillan, 1973 p.91
6 F. K. Buah, West Africasince A.D 1000, Macmillan, 1973 p.90
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774 —1810), placing it asone of the longest lasting dynastiesin
world higtory.” It wasthe sacking of Ma Ahmad, thelast Kanuri
ruler of the Sefawa dynagty in 1808 from the seat of power at
N gazargamu by Fulani Jhadists and the subsequent death of
Ma Ahmad in 1810 that closed thechapter of the Sefawvadynasty.

However, Muhammad Al-Kanemi, adevout Idamic scholar
and warrior raly support for Bornu with histroopsfrom Kanem
by didodgingthe Fulani jihadist.’® Al-Kanemi argued that it was
wrong of Usman dan Fodio to launch Jhad againg a fellow
Idamic statewhich had al dongbeen practicingthepurest form
of the Idamic faith.

Following the death of Ma Ahmad in 1810, Al-Kanemi
became the Sheik or Shehu of Bornu and ruled the territory
until hisown death in 1835. The new line of leadership he
established replaced the Sefawadynasty and persisted till date.™
Thus, the throne of the paramount ruler of Bornu, the Shehu
stool isthe exclusive preserve of the descendantsof Muhammad
Al-Kanemi.

Thepeopleof Bornu had continued with thepracticeof Idam
asthedominant faith within their domains. The Kanuri because
of the environment of the Lake Chad basin were basicaly
farmers, traders, salt producers and fishermen. The
encroachment of the Saharadesert and the shrinking of the Lake
Chad had negatively impacted on the economy of Kanuri land
coupled with the ongoing Boko H aram insurgency which had
displaced mogt of the populace and stifle economic activitiesin
the area

N upe
The N upe speaks the language generdly classified as N upoid
group which isidentified with thesub-family group of languages

7 F. K. Buah, Wesst Africasince A.D 1000, Macmillan, 1973 p.100
8 F. K. Buah, Wesst Africa since A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.99
®F. K. Buah, Wesst Africa since A.D 1000, M acmillan, 1973 p.99
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of the Benue-Congo.? The N upe ethnic stocks are found in 3
sates of Nigeria Niger, Kwara and Kogi. Bida the seat of the
Etsu N upe the paramount ruler of N upe people isregarded as
thetraditiona headquartersof N upeland.

The formation of N upe Kingdom was largely atributed to
Tsoede, dso known as Edegi. Tsoedewho wasborn in 1465 was
the son of aN upe mother and an Igaafather who wasraised at
the Paace of Attah Igadain Idah. Having being equipped with
charm and magica power by hisfather, he eventualy returned
to his mother place to establish the N upe Kingdom through
force of asamsand conquest of other neighbouring areas. Those
he conquered include the Yorubain the south and the Kamberi
and Kamuku in the N orth. H eruled theentire N upeland from
his adminigrative headquarters of N upeko until his death in
1591 during one of hismilitary expansonist missons north of
the N upe Kingdom.?' Long before the 19" century, the N upe
peoplehad historica linkswith the H ausasof Katsina, Kano and
Borno people, who pioneered theestablishment of someof their
townssuch asAbgji, Eggan, Kutigi and Enagi. In termsof culture,
the N upe borrowed subgtantialy from their neighbours across
the River Niger such as Yoruba, Igaa, Gwari and Borgu.Z It is
pertinent to gstate, that the N upe did not only borrow culture
from her neighboursbut aso donated some aspect of her culture
to them. For ingtance, whilethey borrowed the kingship system
of Igdaland, they in turn introduced the EQugu masqueradein
Yorubaland. It wasdso from N upeland that Idam spread to the
neighbouring Yorubatownslike Offaand Ibolo communities®

By the early 19" century the existing politica structure in
N upeland was dtered due to the outbreak of the Fulani Jhad.
The N upeindigenousrulers were disodged from their offices
by Fulani Jhadistswho took over their positions. Mdlam Dendo,

2 |eader ship.ng/features/391211/nupe-... 21/5/2016 5pm

2 Kwekudeee-tripdownmemorylane.blogspo... 21/5/2016 6pm
2 Kwekudeee-tripdownmemorylane.blogspo... 21/5/2016 6pm
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aFulani Jhadist emerged on the seat of the paramount ruler of
Nupein Bidain 1804 and declared himself asthe leader of the
people. Madlam Dendo who derived hisflag of authority from
the Emir of Gwandu presided over the affairs of N upe people
under the supervison of Gwandu emirate.?* By 1832, Dendo’s
son mounted the stool of hisfather and wasinstdled asthefirst
Etsu Nupe. Ever since, the Fulani’s has continued to preside
over the N upe people.

The economy of Nupeland, though largely agrarian is
supplemented with fishing and cottage industries such as
traditiona soap making, blacksmithing, brasswork, wood work
and taloring.

Jukun
Thedukun who speak six did ects, Wukari, Donga, Kona, Gwana
and Pindiga, Jbu and Wase Tofa are located in Taraba, Benue,
N assarawa, Plateau, Adamawaand Gombe States, and someparts
of northwestern Cameroon.® The Jukun states presided over
chunksof Gongolaand Benueriver basnsover along period of
time stretching from the 14" to the 18" century A.D.%®

One of their traditions of origin clamsthat they are of the
same stock with the Kanuri of Borno. It is thus, sated that they
migrated with the Kanuri to Borno where they left them and
then continued their movement southwardsbefore settlingdong
the Gongolaand Benueriver basins? Whereasbetween the 14"
century and the 15" century, Jukun suffered so much in thehands
of Kano and Zaria who occasondly raided her territories and
exerted much tributes, as from the 16" century up to the 18"
century Jukun became a formidable military force that posed
serious threat to Borno, Kano, Zaria, the surrounding areas of
Jos Plateau and to some parts of the Cross River basin.?®

2 Kwekudeee-tripdownmemorylane.blogspo... 21/5/2016 6pm
% www.face.book-com/.../6076159331251 21/5/2016 6.30pm
®T.Fdolaet a, History of Nigerial, Longmen, Lagos 1989, p.46
7 T.Faolaet d, History of Nigerial, Longman, Lagos 1989, p.46
3 T.Faolaet d, History of Nigerial, Longman, Lagos 1989, p.46
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AsJdukun became very influentia, many communitiesin the
centra partsof N igeriaareafrom theupper Benueto themiddle
Niger adopted the Jukun ingtitutionsin one way or the other.
Thus theTiv, Idoma, Igdaand Igbiraderived so much from the
Jukun traditiond belief syssem, economic activities and act of
governance.

By the turn of the 18" century, internal wrangling and
intrigues coupled with congtant raids from the Chambas had
weakened the Jukun Kingdom and rendered her vulnerable to
the Fulani Jhadistsswho greatly plundered her territoriesin the
19" century.® However, the robust centralised politica system
of the Jukun, represented by the Aku of Wukari survived the
Idamic Jhadist ondaught and isstill thriving till date.

The Jukuns are divided into two mgor groups, the Jukun
Wanu and Jukun Wepa Thedukun Wanu arefishermen resding
aong the banks of the river Benue and Niger where they run
through Taraba State, Benue State and N assarawa State. The
Jukun Wapaarethehomeland Jukun that livesaround Wukari.*
Even though the traditiona stool of Aku of Wukari was able to
aurvive after the Fulani conquest of Jukun, theinitia cohesiveness
of the people were disrupted as shown in the case of the Jukun
in Adamawa State who were brought under the rulership of the
Fulani emir of Muri.

Prior to theadvent of colonidism, Jukunswerepredominantly
traditiona worshipers. The coming of Christianity ahs
sgnificantly dtered the people’sbelief sysem, as most Jukuns,
including their paramount ruler have embraced the Chrigian
fath.

Ebira
The Ebiradso known as Igbiraare heavily concentrated in the
centra senatorid district of Kogi State, not far from the Niger-

®T.Fdolaet a, History of Nigerial, Longmen, Lagos 1989, p.51
® www.nairaand.com/2306155/hiistory-j... 21/5/2016 7pm
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Benue Confluence. Peopleof Ebiraethnic group are dso found
in other Nigerian states such as Kwara, Ondo, Oyo, Osun,
N assarawa, Edo, Benue and the Federd Cepitd Territory. Ebira
Tao isthe largest of the severd Ebiragroups® The other sster
groupsare EbiraKoto and EbiraOzum (Kogi State), EbiraFulani
(Kogi State), EbiraEtuno (Edo State), EbiraAgatu (Benue State)
EbiraOloko (Ondo, Oyo and Osun States)®

Theearliest homeland of the Ebiraaccordingto ord traditions
wasaround Wukari in thedefunct Kwararafaempire. The Ebira
along sde with the Igala and ldoma were believed to have
migrated out of Wukari following a chieftaincy dispute in the
areaat about 1680 A.D. TheEbirain thecourseof their migration
later split into various groups and settled in different locations
asdiscussed earlier between 1680 and 1750 A.D.*®

The Ebira are known for their cultural festivals such as
“Echan€’ an annud masquerade festiva dedicated to women,
“Eche Ori”, a new yam festival, and “Eknechi” a night
masquerade festival which marksthe end of the Ebira cadendar
year and the beginning of anew one®

The throne of the paramount ruler of Ebirdand known as
the Ohonoyi of Ebiraland islocated in Okene, ahilly and rocky
terrain which served as a fortress for the Ebira people against
enemiesincurson especidly in the 19" century. The Ebiraare
predominantly modemsand well versein agriculture and crafts
such aspottery, dyeing and blacksmithing.

lgala

People of Igda ethnic group though largely domiciled in Kogi
State are dso found in Delta, Anambraand Edo States. Various
traditions link the Igada with the Yoruba, Benin and Jukun.
Similarities as well as differences in the ingitution of divine

3 www.naird and.com/1309274/history-e... 21/5/2016 7.30pm
% www.naira and.com/1309274/history-e... 21/5/2016 7.30pm
% www.naird and.com/1309274/history-e... 21/5/2016 7.30pm
% www.naird and.com/1309274/history-e... 21/5/2016 7.30pm
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kingship, methods of succession, roya regdia; and languages
among the Igaa, Yoruba, Benin and Jukun have led, anongst
other things, to acontroversy aout the origin of Igalakingship
and politicd ingitutions.®

However, it isincontrovertiblethat thepresent dynasty ruling
in Igadaisof Jukun origin. C. A. Templein hiscompilation on
the ethnic groups of N orthern Nigeria observed that the Igaa
descended from the Apawho had lived in theneighbourhood of
Ibi for many years but have to flee from the Jukun in canoe
down the Benue in aout 1490 A.D under their Chief 1doko.*
It was|doko son, AyegbaOm’ Idoko who joined forceswith the
head of Akpoto Omeppa to defeat the Jukun near |dah after
sacrificing her daughter Inikpi.®” Ayegba Om’ Idoko who
emerged asthefirg Attah of Igadaruled thelgalaKingdom from
Idah while his elder brother Atiyele migrated east word to
establish AnkpaKingdom.® H owever, [dah hassince continued
to serve asthe traditional headquartersof Igdaand.

The traditiona lgala society is largely agrarian, although
fishingisaso amaingay of the people’seconomy especidly the
Igdasof theriverineldah area |gdapracticeanumber of different
religions, including African traditiona religion, Chrigtianity and
Idam. Thepeoplethrough their cultureand language areclosely
related to thefollowing ethnic groups, Idoma, Igbo, Itsekiri, Bini,
Yorubaand N upe.

Birom

TheBirom arelargely located in Plateau Statebut ared so found
in Bauchi and Kaduna States. They speak the Birom language
which belongsto the large N iger-Congo family of languages.®
The Birom ethnic group which currently constitute the largest

% Eujournal.org/../3625 21/5/2016 9pm

% |gdaTraditionsof Origin “Post-graduate lecture by C. C. Jacobs, D epartment of history, Benue State
University 2001.

& IgdaTraditionsof Origin “Post-graduate lecture by C. C. Jacobs, D epartment of history, Benue State
University 2001.

® |gdaTraditionsof Origin “Post-graduate lecture by C. C. Jacobs, D epartment of history, Benue State
University 2001.
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indigenousgroup on the Jos Plateau migrated into their present
abode from Centrd Africa as Bantu migrants who took their
journey from Ethiopiathrough Sudan to Chad, and thento N iger
before settling down at Gobir close to Sokoto from where they
moved before findly settling down a Riyom from where they
eventudly spread to Xwang, Forom Zawan, Kuru, Gyel, H aipan,
Fan and Gashish.® The Birom are predominantly farmers and
hunterswho celebratetheir occupationsthrough seriesof culturd
festivals such as Mandyang (rain festival — usualy marked
between March — April), Nshor (hunting fesival — usudly
marked between April —May) N zem Berom (music, dance, arts
cultura day mandatory marked every first week of April).*

TheBirom politica system prior to the advent of colonidism
functioned moreasachieftain under the Gwoms(villageheads)
and Da Gwoms (village heads) until the establishment of the
stool of the paramount ruler for theentire Birom land known as
Gbong Gwom Josin 1935.%

Theldoma

People of Idomaethnic group are largely found in Benue State
and other statessuch asCrossRiver, N assarawa, Enugu and Kogi
State. The Idoma legend of origins and ethnicity is aout the
most complex aspect of their pre-colonid history.®® Different
accounts abounds on the peoples origin and migrations.
However, it isevident that the evolution of an Idomaethnicity
begun in the 16" century from Apain Kwararafa empire to
variousplaceswithin the Lower Benue.* Thismigration wasin
waves and phases. The first wave of Idoma migrations which
involved the U gboju, Adoka and Otukpo people occurred

“  Blackrootsentertanment.blogspot.co... 22/5/2016 9.30pm

4 Blackrootsentertanment.blogspot.co... 22/5/2016 9.30pm

2 www.bymnigeriaorg/../gbong-gwom-stool 22/5/2016 10.00pm

% 0.0. Okpeh & “Origin, migrations and settlement of the Idomain Y. A. Ochefu et a, A History of
the peoples of Benue State, Aboki Publisher, M a&urdi 2007, p.56
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between 1535—-1625. T he second wave which involved thecore
of western Idomadidricts such as Otukpa, Orokam, Owukpa
and Ichamatook place between 1685 — 1751.*° While the first
wavewasingtigated by the Tiv migrantswho didodged theldoma
from their firs settlement in Benue valey Apa |, the second
waveof migrantsto enter Idomaland camein through Igadand
following intensed chieftaincy tusdesin Idah.

By about the last quarter of the 19" century, the process of
the consolidation of new territoriesin which the Idomafound
themsdveshad been completed. T hisconsolidation washowever
a the expense of other numericaly smaller ethnic groups like
the Igede, Akweya and U fia on whose territories the [doma
settled whilethe Igede were pushed to the eastern fringesof the
Idoma territories, the U fia and Akweya were encircled by the
ldomaand today constitute abilingua micro-nationality in the
heart of Idomaand.*

The people operated a decentrdised and communa based
system of government throughout the precolonia period.
However, the British colonial government which firmly
announced itspresencein [domaand following the suppresson
of theOgbuloko revoltin 1928, introduced chieftaincy ingitution
in ldomaand, first at thedistrict level beforethe creation of the
seat of the paramount ruler of Idomadand, Och’ldomain 1946
at Otukpo. This political innovation was not established
essentially to engender unity among the people but for
administrative convenience, especialy for the enhancement of
the British indirect rule system.

The maor occupation of Idoma people over the yearsis
farming, supplemented with fishing and hunting. The people
are dso versein handicraft such asblacksmithing, wood work,
basketing and cloth weaving. Since the advent of colonidism

% 0.0. Okpeh & “Origin, migrations and settlement of the Idomain Y. A. Ochefu et a, A History of
the peoples of Benue State, Aboki Publisher, M akurdi 2007, p.65-66

% 0.0. Okpeh & “Origin, migrations and settlement of the Idomain Y. A. Ochefu et a, A History of
the peoples of Benue State, Aboki Publisher, M akurdi 2007, p.67
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and the spread of Chrigtian activities in the area, most of the
people have embraced Chrigtianity a the expense of African
traditiona religion.

TheTiv
TheTivethnicgroup, though predominantly domiciledin Benue
satearedsofoundin N assarawa, Taraba, Plaeau and the Federa
Capita Territory. The Tiv which form part of the Bantu
continuum# lived within the Cameroun — Obudu complex
between 1475 and 1505 before moving down the hillsinto the
Benue Valley through four wavesof migration that | asted between
1475 — 1900.® The migration of the proto Tiv into the Lower
Benue Valey was not spontaneous but occurred in phases and
periods. Thephaseslasted asfollows, thefirst phase 1475 — 1535,
the second phase 1535 — 1595, the third phase 1595 - 1775 and
the fourth phase 1775 — 1900.%

Thereason for migration from Swem around the Cameroon
— Obudu Plateau has been attributed to diverse factors such as
inter and intra ethnic hogtilities, population explosion and the
gradud decline of the Kwararafamilitary efficacy in the Lower
Benue Vdley® Themigrationsof the Tiv into the Benue Valey
was accompanied with series of war fare againg the Jukun,
Chamba, Idoma, the Alago, the H ausawa/Katsnawa and the
Kamberi .°'

4 Joe lyo “The Origin, Early Migrations and Settlement Patterns of the Tiv in the Lower Benue Valley of
Nigeria, C. 1475—- 1900 A.D” in Y. A. Ochefu et d, A History of the peoples of Benue State, Aboki
Publisher, M a&kurdi 2007, p.37
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Publisher, M a&kurdi 2007, p.40
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TheTivinther interaction with their neighbourshad imbibed
o much in termsof farmingtechniquesand technology, cultura
practiceand politica sysem. TheTivwho emerged from Swem
as an egditarian society by the 19" century ingtituted apolitica
system, Tor Agbande (Drum chief) which they copied from the
Jukun. The Tor Agbande held sway at the kindred level where
they offered both political and military leadership to their
people.® With the advent of colonialism, the British in their
attempt to implement theindirect rule system created the offices
of digrict heads and subsequently that of the paramount ruler
of Tivland, Tor Tiv by 1945. The seat of the Tor Tiv isin Gboko
which in contemporary time is regarded as the traditiona
headquarter of Tivland.

TheTiv are predominantly farmers. A significant portion of
thepopulation aredso engaged in trading and merchandise. The
advent of Chrigtianity in Tivland has sgnificantly dtered the
people’sbelief syssem in favour of the Chrigtian faith. Nongu u
Krisu ui ser ushaTar (U niversd Reformed Chrigtian Church)
N KST oneof thelargest indigenousChrigian Missonin Nigeria
isaproof of thetremendousimpact of Chrigtianity in Tivland.

Conclusion

So far we have discussed the various notable ethnic groupsin
northern Nigeriaby tracing their history(ies) from their sources
of origin to their current abode. Thenarrativeswhich flowsfrom
the precolonia period up to the contemporary era has profiled
the unique identities of the notable ethnic groups of northern
Nigeria Itissgnificant to sateherethat having lived within the
same geographica belts and interacted with themselves, some
of the ethnic groups dso sharesalot of smilaritiesin terms of
politics and socio-cultura practices. Asit is commonly said,

2 T.A. Vavar “Pre-colonid socid and Political Structurein Tivland” in Y. A. Ochefu et a, A History of
the peoples of Benue State, Aboki Publisher, M akurdi 2007, Pp.146-151
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variety isthe spice of life, the divergence in the peoples way of
life, cultureand belief sysem, essentially connotesgreat heritage
for N orthern Nigeria



Chapter Three

N otable Ethnic Groupsin
Southern Nigeria

ToryinaA. Varvar and Faith O. Akor

Introduction
Nigeriaisamulti-ethnic naion with severd ethnicgroups T hese
ethnic nationdities or groups occupy different territories that
formed the area known as Nigeria While geographical factors
such as good climate, soil, presence of minera resources and
otherssuch asbetter security, search for land, religion, tradeand
migration etc provide explanationsto thespread of ethnicgroups
in different parts of the country. The uniqueness or the
geographicd attributes of theimmediate locdities played major
rolesin thepeople’sculture, economic activity aswell aspolitica
organizations. Also, through geographica determinisms, certain
ethnicgroupsdevel oped centraized political sygemswhileothers
developed what isdescribed asnon —centraized or sesgmentary
politica organizations. The focus of this study is on notable
ethnic groupsin the southern Nigeria particularly, the Yoruba,
Igbo, Benin and ltsekiri anong otherswith particular emphass
on their culture, economy and political organization

The people of Nigeria are classified under two major
geographica groups, namey theforest peoplesand thegrasdand
(savannah) people'. Therefore the people of Southern Nigeria
belong to the geographica group cdled the forest people. The
forest south iscomprised of the mangrove swamp forests of the

! R.K. Udo, “Environments and peoples of Nigeriaz A Geographicd Introduction to the History of
Nigeria’ In O. Ikime (ed) Groundwork of Nigerian History, HEBN Publishers, Ibadan, 2012, p. 16.
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Niger Deltaand coasta Greekswhich have provided protection
for refugecultures. Themajor ethnic groupsin Southern Nigeria
include the Yoruba and Edo (Benin) people in South West of
Nigeria, and the Igbo, Ibibio, Ekoi people of the Southeastern
Nigeria

T he Yoruba

The Yorubaspesking peopleof Nigeriaareconcentrated in Ogun,
Oyo, Ondo, Kwara, Ekiti and Lagos State. The Yoruba do not
consider themselves as belonging to one language or culturd
group. Rather, they consder themselves to belong to smadler
unitsor monarchica stateswhich later becameknown as Yoruba
These were the Egba, ljebu, Ekiti, Ibadan, Ife, ljesha, Oyo and
s0 on?. It was from the 10" C that the Yoruba's, who possessed
drikingly smilar vduesand traditiona practices, began toemerge
asone people. In addition to linguistichomogeneity; the Yoruba
share a common tradition and trace descent from a common
ancestor cdled “Oduduwa’ who isbelieved to have established
the Ife dynasty®.

The origin of the Yoruba people is an issue of controversy.
One ord tradition holds that the Yoruba had dways been in
Yorubaland. Thistradition describes |le—Ife asthe centre of the
world where al human beings were created. God the Supreme
Being noticed the earth was covered with water and decided to
create the earth and man. H e therefore sent his servant Obataa
sometimes aso known as Orisanlato create the earth and man.
But this messenger of God was drunk on hisway to the earth.
Another servant of God, Oduduwa, who watched this
development took over thefunctionsof Orisanlaand created the
0il, man and beast. Thistradition creditslle-Ife asthecradle of
civilization not only of the Yorubabut theentireworld.“T hereis

2 M. Omolewa, Certificate History of Nigeria, Longmen, London, 1986, p.53
3 R.K Udo, “Environment and Peoples of Nigeria’... P16
4 M.Omolewa Certificate History of Nigeria...P. 55
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however, another tradition which states the Yoruba came from
Mecca. Their leader, Lamundo, was said to have been expelled
from Mecca after he became an idolator and forced to flee
southwards. After many daysof travel, hismen led by Oduduwa
arrived a lle-ife where they decided to settle. It seems clear,
however, that in spite of these stories of migration there were
some indigenousinhabitantswho had dwayslived & lle-Ife. It
seemsthat the Oduduwagroup seized control of lle—Ifeon their
arrival. However, the two groups agreed to live together.
Oduduwa is said to have proceeded to marry Omonide who
gave birth to adaughter and anumber of sons. All the sonsare
sad to have left their father to found kingdoms. Oduduwais
therefore believed to be the father of the Yoruba people while
lle-1fe served asthe spiritud home of the Yoruba's.

Culture of the People

The Yoruba people stand out as a deeply religious group with
great respect for superiors and elderly people. The Oni of Ifeis
regarded asthe spiritua ruler of dl Yorubas They haveatradition
of living in large towns, the largest of which include Ibadan,
Ogbomosho, Oshogbo, llorin, Abeokuta, lleshaand Ede. They
are the most urbanized group in Nigeria The growth of these
large urban centres derived in part from the need for defenses
but aso largely as a result of the highly centrdized politica
organization of thepeople. Theextended family isthebas c socia
unit of the Yoruba. And since they live together, each extended
family hasaterritoria existence (thelargetraditiona compound)
within thetown aswell asadiginct areaof farmland in therurad
areas. They worshipped severd deities such as the San’'go (god
of thunder) and other fegtivassuch asOsun festivals® T hepeople
arereputed for their craftsmanship, they excel in wood carving
and other crafts such as bronze working, iron smelting. The

5 M. Omolewa, CetifiateH igary of Nigaia.., p.57.
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famous terracotta and bronze heads of Ife which are reputable
in Nigerian cultura history were produced by the Yoruba T hey
have severd dances, rituas and myths which display their rich
culture.

Economy of the People

Like the economy of other forest peoplein Nigeria the Yoruba
are predominantly an agricultura people. They cultivate crops
such asyams, sweset potatoes, cassavaand other tuber crops. They
aredso huntersand engaged in lumberingasan economic activity
because of the presence of trees. They are wood carvers and
sculptors and aso speciadized in iron working. They exchange
these products both within and outside their locdity through
long distance trade.

Political Organization of the Yoruba People

While the origin of the Yoruba remains vague, there is a clear
picture of the politica and socid organization of yorubaand.
Certain rulers were recognized throughout the whole of
Yorubdand, the most important of these being the Oni of Ife,
who was regarded as the spiritud ruler of al Yorubaand Alafin
of Oyo who wasthepolitica leader of the Yorubapeopleduring
the ascendancy of Oyo to power over the wholeof Yorubaand.®
There wasamonarchicd structure of government. At the head
wasthetraditiond ruler,theOba H ewaséelected only dter divine
goprova had been obtained during a consultation with God
through the Oni. Once crowned, the Oba becomes sacred. He
is considered as the representative of God on earth, and an
asociate of the Supreme Being, ‘Igba Kgi Orisa’. His authority
was strengthened by the use of many rituas and myths and by
wearing clothessuch asflowing gownsand beaded crown which
reflected glory on hisimperid mgesty. Hiswordswere law for

5  G..C. Eluwa M.O. Ukagwu, JU.N. N wachukwu, A.C.N Nwaubani (eds), A Hiday of Nigaig Africana Feb
Publishers Limited, Onitsha, 1988, p.62.
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the people. Themonarchy was centrdized. Agentsof thecrown
(Oba) were found in outlying regions where they served as
representativesof theking. Themonarch (Oba) was asssted by
an advisory council which conssted of civil and military nobility
aswell asexecutive agencies.

Another arm in the adminigration was the Ogboni (secret)
cult. The cult was first established at Ile-Ife to assist in
adminigration, to protect the people against thenewcomers, and
to help in theintegration of the entire community. The Ogboni
pass laws and teke part in eection of Oba Their duties were
politica, adminigrative, sociad and religious. Other ingtitutions
in the Yoruba politicd organization are the Oro and Egungun.
The Oro wasacult which carried out the order of the Ogboni
elders. EQungun was a cult believed to represent the ancestors.
Its members conducted visitation to the people from time to
time to punish the wicked ones. Both Oro and Egungun
performed dutiesof arrest and punishment in the society. It will
be seen that dthough the king was in charge of affairs, he was
not done. He was assisted by powerful and influentia people,
therefore could not be despotic. There were dso checks and
baanceson hispowers. Thus, thepoliticd administration of the
Yoruba's can be said to be both monarchica and democrétic in
nature. It ensured participation in government by al, working
for the same goal of bringing greatnessto the people.

Later with theascendancy of Old Oyo to dominanceover the
rest of satesor kingdomsof Yoruba, Oyo became the strongest
satesin the whole of Yorubaand and incorporated many areas
of Yoruba into her administration. In the Oyo politica
organization, the Obawas the Alagfin of Oyo, Alaafin was the
occupant of the throne and the owner of the pdace. He was
seen threetimesayear.” Thesewereduringtheile, Ori and Bere
festivas. Alaafin was the chief executive of the Kingdom. All

7 A.SJegede, O.A Olutayo, 0.0 Omoloju and B.E Owumi, Peoples and Cultures of Nigeria, Samlad
Press, Nigeria 2012. R 35
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powers came from the Alaafin, but he was hemmed in by a
number of checks. The aaafin wasassisted by council of seven,
theoyo-mes. Theseweremembersof thenobility whoseduties
included the selection of kings. Asking makers, they were very
powerful. They dso had theduty of ensuringthat thea aafin did
not exercise arbitrary authority. Theleader of the Oyomes was
known asthe Bashorun. The Bashorun wasthe prime minister
and chancellor of the kingdom. H e acted asthe president of the
council, and had thechief choicein the selection of anew aaefin.

Following the Oyomesi council in the Oyo political
organization were the Eso and llari. The Eso were a military
caste or congtabulary of the empire. Theilari werethe Alaafin’s
representatives in the didricts. At the head of the aamy (Eso)
was their leader himself awar generd, the Are Ona kakanfo To
avoid astuation in which he could pose athreat to the dafin,
the AreOnaKakanfolived in the outskirtsof thetown, usudlyin
the most troublesome spot. T hisarrangement would keep him
busy and discourage him from spending histime envying the
power and influence of the dafin and the civilian officers. The
Ogoni cult dso served asacheck on the excessive powersof the
king and the Oyomes and it aso restrained the people. The
whole syssem wastherefore acarefully worked out arrangement
of checksand baances. Oyo wasableto useitscavary to expand
its territory.

The Igbo People

The Igbo speaking people are located East of the lower Niger
vdley®. T hey congituteoneof thelargest ethnicgroupin Nigeria
They occupy acontinuousstretch of territory roughly bounded
on the north by thelgala Idomaand Ogojapeoples, in the east
by the Ibibio peoplesin the south by the ljo and in the west by
the Edo. Today, the Igbo inhabit the entire Imo and Anambra,

8 G.I.C Eluwaand Others, A History of Nigeria...R61
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Ebonyi and Enugu States, while sgnificant fractions of them
arefound in Riversand Edo states of Nigeria

The Igbo origin has been a matter of serious speculation
among scholars. Some are of theview that, the lgboshad dways
lived where they now live and that they came from nowhere.
Othersare of theview that Igbo origin could be located outside
their present territory. Such scholarsas G. T. Basden, M. D. W.
Jeffreys Mgor A. G. Leonard, and Robin Horton believe that
the Igbo are apart of early Egyptian or Hebrew people. After a
comparative study of thereligion and language of these peoples,
the writerscometo the conclusion that, the Igbo are part of the
“logt rece of Israel”.® They assert that the Igbo settled in N orth
Africaat thetimeof M osesPerhgpsaround 2000BC and migrated
intotheir present location asaresult of Idamicjihads However,
despite these ord traditions on Igbo origins, many of the Ibos
accept the tradition that they dl fird lived in the areaknown as
Nri-Awka Orlucomplex and that later some of their forefathers
moved away from the complex to other areas. This view is
popularized by G. |. Jones, P A. Tdbot, K. O. Dike and others.
The Igbo are believed to have settled in some parts of what is
now Igboland at about 2,500BC."° G. |. Jonesdescribed theN ri-
Awka, and Isuama (Odu) areaasthe “core Igbo centre’ or areas
where they first settled when they arrived. From these core
centres, the Igbo are said to have migrated to N sukka U di
highlands while another wave of migration moved southwards
towardsthe coadt, the descendants of whom arethe present day
Uratta, Ikwerre , Etihe, Asa, N doki. Also from the core centre
of Isuama, theN gwa, U muahia, Ohdafia, Arochukwu, Eddaand
Item groups moved to the southeast and east.

Culture of the People
The Igbo’s have arich culture which is being practiced by the

® M.Omolewa, History of Nigeria...P 81
' R.K. Udo, Environment and Peoples of Nigeria...P. 17
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people. They believe in the existence of Supreme Being and
thereforeworship different deitiesastheir gods themost notable
being amadicha(god of thunder). They settlein dispersed family
compound. An average Igbo compound has a shrine meant for
theworship of gods. T hey expressed other formsof their culture
through artswork such asiron smelting or blacksmithing, they
makehuman and anima figuresfrom themelting and casting of
bronze or duminion. They aso have series of festivas which
the people perform as a way of reenactments of their past
higtorica experiences. Some of these include the masguerades
fedtivd, the Ofdafegtiva and others. Some of the good cultura
artifectsin Igboland were discovered at /gbo-Ukwu accidentdly
whilediggingawell in hiscompound. T heir elderswere mostly
the custodians of tradition and culturd vaues in the society,
modtly rituaists medicine men and diviners.

Economy of the Igbo People

The economic system of the Igbo can be discussed under three
magor headings; agriculture, trade and loca manufacturers.
Agriculturewasthemos important sngleoccupation of thelgbo.
Both the Igbo man and woman were farmers. They produced
enough yams, cassava, cocoyam, pam oil, pam kernel fruitsand
vegetables. Agriculture was responsible for its very high
population density. The chief crop of the Igbo was the Yam
followed closely by the cocoyam. Trade wasnot asimportant as
agriculture, it washowever an important aspect of 1gbo economic
life. Ecologica differencesand varied vegetation gppear to have
been the mgor reason behind the development of local and
regiona trade amongst the Igbo. For example, asthe soil of the
northern and centra Igboland appeared to havebeen overworked
by the concentration of population, the sellerstook to trading
and manufacture in order to supplement agriculture. In the
southeast and west of Igboland, the soil gppeared fertile with
scanty population. The people produced enough of food items.
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Minera productslikeiron ore arefound in Awka, sdt isfound
in ubanu and lead in Abakaliki were exported by the various
Igbo groupswho traded on them. Also manufactured products,
like crafts, blacksmithing material produced by the Awka,
N kwere and Abiribawere items of 1gbo regiona trade.

Political organization of the Igbo People

The political organization of the Igbo people belongs to the
category generdly referred to as sateless, or non-centraized.
Thisisso because; their political syssem lacked acentra authority
with powers over the entire Igboland or Igbo people. Such
political systems are generally described as segmentary or
egditarian because of lack of central authority usualy headed by
asingleperson. Itisworthy to clarify that, the Obi or Igwe stood
as leadersin Igboland, but these political leaders did not have
control over the whole of Igbo people. They were rather
representatives of their variousdomains.

Two types of democracies operated in Igboland during the
pre-colonia period'. These are the direct and representative
democrecy. Thelarged politica unit wasthevillagegroup which
had apopulation of only afew thousand people. Within thevillage
group, authority was never concentrated in the hands of any
individud or family. Although there werechiefs, usudly elderly
men, therewasno ruling aristocracy which wielded authority as
specidized full-time occupation. Rather, the village was ruled
by a council of elders usually heads of the mgor extended
families. At the bottom of Igbo political arrangement was the
H ousehold madeup of man, wifeand children. Thiswasclosely
followed by the sub-lineage or the extended family. The sub-
lineageswere made up varioushousehold who could tracetheir
descent to one common ancedtor. T he sub-lineagesformed the
lineage whose origin centred on theremote ancestor.?H erethe

" Q. Otite, Ethnic Pluralism and Ethnic Conflict in N igeria, Shaneson C.| Limited, 2000. P37
2 A.S Jegede and Others, Peoples and Culturesof Nigeria...P 45



NOTABLE ETHNIC GROUP IN SOUTHERN NIGERIA 31

heads of the various households discussed matters at the sub-
lineage group or level. These heads of various levels or units
were known asthe Okpara(first son). They were spokesmen at
every level and offered sacrifices to the gods on behalf of the
units. The lineage assembly made up of al adult males of the
unitsdeliberated on mattersaffectingthe sub-lineages. The age-
groups and secret societies assisted the lineages assembly in the
government of the lineage units. The age-grades organized
themselves for work, war and government. Those who were
gill youths cleared paths and public places, streams and aso
served as police.

Above the lineage assembly was the village assembly which
was made up of al the adult members of the village with an
inner council madeup of thelineageheadsknown asthe Amaala
or Oji-dfa They decided on matters affecting the entire village.
The sub-lineage unit, the lineage assembly and thevillage were
levelsof direct democracy where every adult mae, or femaein
some cases were directly involved in the affairs of the group.
The village-group assembly was made up of the representatives
of the member-villages. The representatives included Ofo
holders, members of secret societies, and senior titled men;
decisons reached a this level were implemented by the age-
grades and secret societies.

T he Bini People

Theword Bini isbroadly used to cover thecapitd city, to describe
the kingdom, the empire, the language and the people.” The
Bini people are located in the forest belt of southern Nigeria
Thepeoplehad an empirethat embraced both the Edo —speaking
(bini proper) and alarge non—Edo speaking population. TheBini
empire thus incorporated the Bini, Esan, Kukuruku, Orra,
Akoko, 1soko etc. There are two separate traditions which seek

¥ R.K. Udo, Environment and Peoples of Nigeria...P15
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to account for the origin of the Bini people and the Kingdom.
Thefirg of thistradition which isaso themost ancientiscaled
the Osnubual egend. T hisaccount clamed that theBini kingdom
was founded by the youngest son of the Bini High God known
as Osarubua According to thisversion, the Bini left Egypt for
Weg Africa sometimes in the remote past. After a brief stay in
the Sudan, they headed southwardsand madeahead-stop at |le-
Ife, from where they cameto their present abode.

Culture of the Bini People

TheBini peoplejud liketheir neighborsoccupy theforest region.
They havearich culture and settled in clustered or urban areas.
Through their environmentd endowments, the peopleproduced
arts works of iron, bronze, and wooden materias. A lot of art
works from carved wood was produced by the Bini people.
Bronze and iron working flourished in this area Beads were
also manufactured by the people for politica and religious
ggnificance. A lot of culturd fedivals were celebrated by the
people, the prominent anongst which isthe Iguefegtiva. T hey
believein worship of different deities asgods.

T he Economy of the Bini People

Themagor economic activity of the Bini peoplewasagriculture.
This engaged both the men and women in the society. They
cultivated crops like yam, cassava and sweet potatoes. Because
of the presence of raw materids, the people were great artisans.
They manufactured furniture, and other art works of various
figuresand sizes. They dso traded in agricultura products. The
people work iron and bronze most of which were used for the
decoration of the Oba’s paace.

Political Organizationsof the Bini People
TheBini had animperid system of politica organization which
a the centre was the Obawho was adivine monarch or priest
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king. H e was prevented by innumerable taboosfrom leaving in
the paace except on occasons when ceremonies fundamenta
to the well-being of the state were ascribed to him and it was
popularly believed that hedid not eat or die. He had legidative,
executive and judicid powersand had monopoly right to impose
and communicate capita sentences. He controls the grant of
politicaly important titles. He controlled the minor chiefsand
could proclaim peace or war and wassaid toown dl theland in
the Bini etc. Next to the Oba in the imperid politicd sysem
was the Bini state council which was made up of senior titled
chief under the leadership of lyase —the prime miniger.™ The
council was summoned by the Oba on the enactment of anew
law and the proclamation of war or peace. But day to day
adminigration, the Oba consulted the prominent titled chiefs.
Thekingdom wasruled by an absentee resdent who resided at
theimperid capital.

The Itsekiri People

Theltsekiri arefound in the Western Deltaareaof Nigeria The
Itsekiri tradition of origin isdiverse. Most of the ltsekiri villages
have their own tradition of origin. Some claim that they came
from Ode, an area of ljebuland, while some clam they came
from Bini. But some dso clam they have always been where
they are now and descended from Umaalewho is now deified
and worshiped as an ancegtor. The Bini tradition hasit that the
founder Ginua(/gnuwa) aBini princeleft Bini with aretinueof
hissupporters. H ethereafter proceeded to found ‘Ode’ asacepitd
of anew settlement. In their new place of abode, they aresaid to
have met aman called ltsekun who had Ginualand to build his
capitd. It was this new settlement, cdled Oceitsiri that |ater
became the capital of Warri kingdom. From this cepitd, other

0. Otite, EthnicPlurdism ...P 36
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main settlementsgrew. Theseinclude Gbolokposo, Obodo, Erere
and Elume.

Culture of the Itsekiri People

Society amongst the Itsekiri people like the rest of the coasta
Detagtateswasdivided dongthelinesof clan (/bg. Thesociety
lacked instrument of centra control, and in fact only the high
priest representing the cult of nationa god exercised authority
over thewholeclan. Thepeople had great respect for age. Secret
cultsplayed significant rolessuch asthe maintenance of law and
order. They havesocietieslikethe Ekpe, Ekine and Sekigpu which
put on specid displays of dancing and drumming. They had
festivdswhich re-enacted the people’shigtorica experience and
rich culture.

Economy of the Itsekiri People

It is generadly believed that the Itsekiri Kingdom rose and
developed asareault of the trans-Atlantic trade, particularly the
trade in daves. H owever, before the emergence of dave trade,
the Itsekiri exchanged products of the Delta; fish, crayfish, st
and earthenware with agricultura products of the hinterland.
The Itsekiri werefamousin canoe building and had the timber
for canoe manufacture. Sdt wasan important item in the ltsekiri
hinterland trade. The Itsekiri like other Deltagroups made sdlt.
They dso specidized in pot-making and weretheonly suppliers
of potsin the entire Delta area. The pots were used in the sdt
indugtries, for grindingtobacco and for household purposes The
advent of overseas davetrade helped to expand the Itsekiri trade
by providingit with morecommoditiesfor exchangewithin the
hinterland. Even during the heydays of dave trade, daves did
not congtitute the mainstay of Itsekiri economy. The interna
trade, within Itsekiri involved trade articleslike pam ail, irovy,
pepper and cloth.
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Political Organization

The ltsekiri had evolved acompact system of government with

ode-Itsekiri as the capital. The Olu was a the apex of the
adminigration, and a supreme council of ‘Ojog." The Ojoe
council was made up of the sons of the seventy Bini notables
who accompanied Ginuato ltsekiri land. Apart from the council,

theking had the help of other imperid officerswho helped him

intheday to day adminidration of the Kingdom. Theseincluded

Olagbatsae(primeminister and chief adviser tothe Olu). lyatse
(war chief), Uwangue (custodian of Olu’s regalia and chief

spokesman in council). Olu had the right to confer titles on

worthy and deserving citizens; such titlesbecamehereditary. Olu

was both aspiritua and politica head of the Itsekiri people. He
offered sacrificesto the departed rulersand important deities of

the kingdom. The village council was headed by the Olara-ga
(theeldest man of theland) and the Okpanran(priest). Disputes
which could not be settled by village elders were sent to the
Olu’scouncil.

Conclusion

The study has examined the peoples of Southern Nigeria, with
particular referenceto notable ethnic groupsin the arealikethe
Yoruba, Igbo, Bini, and Itsekiri with regards to their culture,
economic and politica organization. T hegeographicad attributes
of the forest belt region were stressed as very important in
influencing the culture of the people in southern Nigeria



Chapter Four

CultureZonesin Nigeria

Armstrong M. Adejo and Elijah Terdoo Ikpanor

Introduction

The evolution of what became Nigeria comprised different
independent chiefdoms, states, kingdoms and empires. These,
among others, included the Borno Empire, the Hausa States,
and the Sokoto Cdiphate in the N orth, the Igbo segmentary
societiesin the East, Benin Kingdom and the Oyo Empirein the
West and severa ethnic identities in the Benue Valley. The
amagamation of the N orthern and Southern Protectoratesgave
birthtoNigeriain 1914. Thus Nigeriahasdiverseethnic groups
(over 500 ethnic nationd tier) with a population of over 170
million people who have avery rich culture. There are mgor
and minor ethnic groupsin each zonein Nigeria In N orthern
part of Nigeria which comprises of North-West, N orth-East,
and N orth-Centrd Geo-politica zones, themgjor ethnic groups
ae the Hausa, Fulani, Kanuri, Tiv, Jukum, N upe, Idoma etc.
Most minor ethnicitiesarefound in the N orth-Centra region,
adso known asthe Middle Belt Region. The Southern part of
Nigeria on the other hand is made up of South-West, South-
East and South-South. The mgor ethnic groupsin this part of
the country are; the Yoruba, Igbo, ljaw, Urhobo, Itsekiri and
Bini etc. The attention of this chapter therefore focuses on
discussngthecultureof someethnicgroupswithintheseregions

Environment asan Index of Culture Variationin Nigerian
Zones
Culturesof dl theethnicgroupsin N igeriahavebeen influenced
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in varying ways by the environment. The major impact of
geography on these groups and on human activities has been
underscored by Toyin Faola He gates that the distribution of
ethnic groupsin the country is geographicd in outlook. Areas
that could support lifewerewell occupied while people avoided
environmentsthat were hogtile. For instance, there was alarge
concentration of smal groupsin Centra Nigeria Severd of these
groups enjoyed a large measure of political autonomy. This
concentration and politica pattern have been attributed to the
rugged topography, hostility of more powerful neighbours and
rampant daveraid. Today, central Nigeriais noted as an area of
densepopuldtion. Other smilar areasaretheN orth-Eadt, epecidly
around the Chad and to some extent, the Niger Delta Wheress,
the South-Eagt and South-West are heavily populaed.!

For many centuries different Nigerian groups have been
exposed to influences from acrossthe Saharaand Europe. The
location of groups has been afactor in the source and type of
influencethey had. Thosein theN orth wereexposed to contacts
and influencesfrom N orth Africaand the Middle East. Groups
in the South, especidly in the coasta region had interactions
with the Europeans from the 15" century onwards. These
contactspartly explain thecultura variationswithin these zones.

Apart from theabove mentioned points, naturd featuressuch
asrivers and mountains have aso defined the type and kind of
culturd activities found within an area. The rivers, especidly
the River Niger and the Benue enabled people to travel, fish,
and farm and to settle dong fertile banks. As aresult of this
economic specidisation emerged. Groups had to interact and
engage in trade in order to have access to products of diverse
origins. Thisin the find anayss led to inter-group relaions
amongst the peoplesof Nigeria

' T. Faolola, & a, Nigaia befare 1800, Ibadan, Longman Nigerialimited, pp. 17-19.
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T he peoplesof N orthern Nigeria and their Culture
TheN orthern part of N igeriain the present timesismade up of
three geo-politica zones, comprising 19 states and the Federd
Capitd Territory (FCT) Abuja. The Region isdominated by the
H ausa/Fulani ethnic group who arepredominantly Mudims. The
Hausa/Fulani are dso widely distributed in other parts of the
country. TheKanuri aremainly found in Borno and Yobe states;
the Nupe in the Niger and Benue valleys. The Tiv are
concentrated in thelower Benue Valley together with theldoma,
N yifon, Alago and Jukum aswell asthe Chadic speaking groups
like the N gas, Kamwe, Mwaghavul, Bura-Pabir, Bada, Gera,
Goemai, Karekare, Chamba, Kutep, etc. al found in U pper
Benue Basin together with others like; the Hagi, Gude, Fdli,
Kilba, Gabun, Homa, Lala, Gudu etc. Some of these ethnic
groupsarevery smdl in population and arefound mostly in the
Middle Belt Region. In fact al the ethnicities of the N orthern
Region have unique but rich culture and tradition that
differentiate them from each other. D espite these differences, a
reasonablepopulation of N orthern N igeriause H ausaLanguage
as lingua-franca. By and large, the culture of the N orthern
N igerians people would be discussed under three geo-political
zones.

N orth-West

TheHausaare predominantly found in theN orth-Western part
of Nigeriacomprisang dateslike; dgawa Kaduna, Kano, Katsing,
Zamfara, Sokoto and Kebbi. Other ethnic groups in this zone
includes; Jabba, Zuru, Fulani, Gbagi, Zara, Bgju, M aguzaw etc.
The Hausa are mostly Mudims and they were substantialy
Idamized even before the Sokoto Jhad of 1804.2 By the time of
thedhad, adigtinction could be made between the pagan H ausa
andtheMudim Hausa Immigratiion and conquest marked Hausa

2 M. Adamu, TheHausa Fador in the West African Hidary, Zaria: ABU Press, 1979, p.12.
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higory. TheH ausapeoplethemselvesare groupingsof anumber
of different peoplewho havebeen incorporated intothe‘origind’
stock through conquest and assmilation. Homogeneity of the
Hausastemsfrom acommon language and religion (Idam).

Theorigin of Hausaisaready captured elsewherein thistext
and cannot be overemphasized in this chapter. However, The
H ausa people are widely spread over alarge area of the centra
Sudan, duemainly to religious, politicd and economic activities.
Their language is aso widespread. It isrecorded that not only
H ausalanguageisclassified under the Chadic sub-group of Afro-
Asatic or Hamito-Semitic family, but it is dso spoken over a
very wideareaby so many nationdities. TheH ausalanguageisa
lingua-franaa of mogt northern states of Nigeria Surprisingly, it
isrecorded that seventy-five per cent of H ausaspeakersarenon-
Hausa

The socid and political organization of the Hausa peopleis
found on strict status differentiation. We have the
SarakunaChiefs in Hausa language) and MauSarauta. The
former are a the top of the hierarchy, while the MauSarautaare
holdersof offices. Those who hold hereditary officescongitute
thesub-classof MauSarautaN aAsdiwhilethosewho hold office
of dlegianceform the MawuSarautaN a Catka, and they congtitute
themiddleclass. Thereisthethird classcdled Taakawa which
ismadeup of farmersand peasants, petty civil servants, craftsmen,
traders etc. Smilarly, it is on record that every Hausa migrant
community has the equivalence of a centra figure or ruler in
Hausdand cdled SarkinHausawa, just as we have among the
professond guilds, e.g. SarkinMakeaof the blacksmith, Sarkin
Makaoeof the drummers, the Imam etc.

In the area of economy, farming, industry and commerce
congtitute thethree mgor componentsof Hausaeconomy. The
main agricultura crops found in this zone are: maize, millet,
guinea corn and beans among many others. Their agriculture
hasawaysbeen a theforefront of theN igerian economy. Hausa
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are aso known for their craft products such as: leather,
blacksmithing, sculpture, perfumes and severd textile wares.
They aredso famousfor commerce and they are one of Africa’s
famous merchants. Hausa women enjoy enormous economic
freedom morethan any other women in Nigeria They arefree
to run their private businesses and enjoy absolute control over
their income. Higoricaly, Hausaculturesprovidethat awifeis
justified to claim afeefor labour rendered to her husband in the
process of economic production. It isaso on record that some
women are far richer than their husbands.

Apart from the Hausa people, the second largest group in
thisregion arethe Fulani people who live sde-by-sde with the
Hausaand others. The Fulani ethnic group islargely nomadic.
They professIdam while othersmaintain syncretic practice. In
the pre-colonial period, the Fulani, under Shehu Usman
Danfodiyo’s leadership, were able to revive Idam in most parts
of the Hausa land.?As devout Muslims, they were very
ingrumental in asssting Shehu Usman Dan Fodiyo in the
execution of thepopular Sokoto Jhad which helped in thesocio-
politica aswell asthereligiouschangesof N orthern Nigeriain
the course of the nineteenth century. Following the Jhad, they
functioned basically as administrators and sometimes as
cultivators.

The Fulani are of two categories, namely; Fulanin D gji
(nomadic Fulani) and Fulanin Gida (sedentary Fulani). The
former, who have maintained their nomadic way of life, move
from one place to another in search of pasture or grazing land
for their livestock. The latter have settled in towns and villages
teaching, farming, trading etc. TheFulani arewidely distributed
in West Africamost especidly in the Sahel, wandering from one
spot to another with their herds of cattle. The pastora Fulani’s
lifeisprincipaly basc and smple. They striveto maintain their

%A. Nzemeke, and E. Erhagbe, (eds.) Niggian Paples and Culture Benin: Mindex Publishing Company,
1997, p.28.
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tradition and culturewherever they went. They generdly adhere
to acode of behaviour referred to as ‘pulagku’ which suggests
they must exhibit the following qualities of shyness, bravery,
ownership of cowsetc.*

The basic settlement of the Fulani consists of aman and his
dependents known as ‘wuru’. It is socid but ephemerd given
that such settlementshave no women and servesmply asshelters
for thenomadswho tend the herds. Asthe modern nation state
restricts the range of nomadism, the Fulani have adopted ever
increasingly complex ways to move herds among their related
families. Thefamiliesmay resdein stablecommunities, but the
herdsmove according to the avail ability of water. The nomadic
Fulani therefore have two mgor types of settlements; the dry
season and wet season camps. The dry season camp last from
about N ovember to march; thewet season camp last from march
to the end of October. Households are patriloca and range in
sizefrom onenuclear family to morethan one hundred people.®
Family tend to remain in wet-season camps while sending
younger males or increasingly hiring Non-Fulani herders to
accompany the cattle to dry season camps.

In terms of indudtrid arts, the Fulani are only known for
leatherworking and somecrdft production. Many of their former
daveswho have assumed Fulani ethnicity follow the basic crafts
of other West African; silver and gold smiting, iron working,
basket making and similar crafts. Thereisaso division of labour
among the Fulani, herding cattleisamale activity. Tending and
milking cattle, however are women work. Women may also sell
dairy products; their graceful movement with containersof milk
or cheeseisacommon sight in many northern N igerian towns.
Adolescent made traditionaly have been in charge of moving

4 Ugowe, C. TheNiggial egagy: A H andbook of aBladk Africa Cultureand Civilization. Lagos, H ugo Books,
1995, P47

5 Onwuejeogwu, M. Afrien Civilizations Origin, Growth and Devdgpment, Lagos: U to Publications, 2000,
Pp.66.
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herds whereas their elders ded with politica decisons and
negotiate with sedentary people for safe movement of herds
through farmlands.

N orth-East
N orth-Eastern Nigeriais made up of states like; Adamawa,
Bauchi, Brono, Yobe, Gombe and Taraba. The ethnic
configuration in this zone include; Balewa, Fulani, Kanuri,
Fulfulde, M umuye, and Babur etc. H owever, the Kanuri people
are the predominant ethnic group in thispart of the country.

Thesocio-politica organization of theKanuri peopleisbased
on kingship. The Kanuri people marry a early, usudly from at
about age 20 for mates, and for women at about the age of 14
years. The preferred marriage for aman isto ayoung virgin of
between 10-14 years of age. But thisisavery expensive form of
marriageand most men cannot afford it asat first marriagewhen
they arein their late teensto mid-twenties. Themore common
fird marriageisto adivorceefor whom thebride-wealth payment
ismuch lower. Therate of divorceisextremely high in Kanuri,
approaching 80 percent of al marriages. In case of divorce,
children stay with their father. Marriage between cousins
sometimes occurs, aform that aso reduces bride-price.f

The Kanuri people are sedentary agriculturaist, athough
amog dl themen practice someother occupation aswell. Their
economy is complex with commerce, transportation and
congruction congtitutingtheother main elementsof theprivate
businesssector. Millet isthe stablefood, supplemented by guinea
corn (sorghum) while Groundnuts(peanuts) aregrown for sde.
Hunting is of minor significance but fish are an important
resourceto villagesaongtheshoresof Lake Chad and YobeRiver.
Horses are symbols of prestige. Most households use donkeys
and draft animas. Sheep and goatsare commonly kept. For beef,

6 Martin, B. ‘KanemBorno and Fezzan N otes on the Political history of atrade route’ in Journegy of Africa
Hidory, 1969, Vol. 1. No. 10
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mog Kanuri rely on thepastord Shuwaand Fulbe (Fulani) cattle
herders with whom they exchange grain and craft work for the
beef they need.” In few areas Kanuri keep large herds of cattle.
Kanuri diet consst large quantities of millet, served either as
porridgeor asdumplings. A vegetable soup also containing medt,
groundnut oil, sat and other condimentsespecialy red peppers
are poured over the millet. The diet is universd but the soup
contents vary according to socioeconomic class. Cooked foods
aesoldinthemarketsand awiderangecanned foodsareavailable
to city dwellers while Goats and sheep are saughtered for
religious ceremonies.

N orth-Central
TheCentra Zonecoversthewholeareaconventiondly described
as the Nigerian Middle Belt or sometimes referred to as
KasashaBauchi. Thezoneismadeup of stateslike; Benue, Kogi,
Kwara, N asarawa, Niger, Plateau and the Federa Capital
Territory (FCT). N orth Centra zone could be described asthe
home of minority ethnic groups. Thisis because amgority of
the ethnic groupswithin thiszone are very smdl in population
as compared to others in the North, West and East parts of
Nigeria. For example, Jukun, Mumuye, Tere, Kaka, Koro,
Anaguta, Zaranda, Vomni, M bula, Chuomu, Lan, N jira, Vemgo,
Wula Higgi, Gade, Rubu, Amo, Kurama, Berom, Kakanda, Tarok
etc. while the Tiv, Gwari, N upe and Idoma people have a
considerable population. Linguigicaly, mgority of thelanguages
spoken in centra Nigeriabelongsto the N iger-Congo family of
Kwa, Benue-Congo and Adamawa-U bangian families However,
thereare dso pocketsof Chadic speskersespecialy anongst the
peoples of the U pper Benue Valley.

In religion, the peoples of Middle Belt Region are
predominantly Chrigtians, dthough therearepocketsof Mudims

7 Smith, A.A little New Light: A Sdeded Historical Writings of Abdullahi Smith, Vol. 1, Zaria: Gaskiya
Corporation, 1987, P 10.
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and traditiond religionists. The belief of these people is that,
there is a supreme being who created the entire universe. On
thisbasis, God isknown to them in different languages of their
ethnicities. For instance, anongthe KuramapeopleGodiscaled
Agiilior Bakashili, Among Tiv, heisknown as Aandg tothe ldoma
Heis Owadwowhilethe Rukubacadl him Katakuru. The Gwari
cal him Shekaki, Shesha, Esg Shekoar Saka. The N upecall him
Sdka Among the Jukun, he is referred to as Chidoor Shido,
etc.T he people of thiszone dso believe in other forces such as
ancestra spirits witcheraft and magica powers. Thelgda, Jukun
and Tiv are well known for their strong beliefs in witchcraft,
magic and sorcery. It isaso worth noting that the zone isthe
most representative of religiousbaancein Nigeria in that Idam
and Chrigtianity aswell asother religions cohabit excellently. It
isdso recorded that membersof the same family can belongto
different faiths and still co-habit as brothers and sistersin the
same household.

Politicdly, thezoneisa so different from therain forest people
who areknown for empiresand monarchies Historicaly, before
theriseof thenorthern emirates, ushered in by the 19th Century
Jhad, and the advent of the warrant chief syssem brought by
colonidism, the people in this zone were never used to culture
of centrdized governments. Only few ethnicgroupssuch aslgda,
N upeand Jukun had developed elaboraemonarchicd sructures
In antiquity thiszoneisknown for itspetty chiefdomsor village
lineage-based democrecies.

Themain economic pre-occupation of thepeoplein thiszone
isfarming, perhaps as aresult of the rich Benue Valley and the
N iger-Benue influence. Because of the richness of the soil in
this zone, the people are encouraged to cultivate cereds, tubers
and plant crops. In the process of crop cultivation, the people
made use of hoes (both big and small) and cutlasses that are
locally produced. Thefarmersoften work on acooperativebasis
(among the Tiv and Idoma it is known as ihumbeand Oluma
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respectively) in preparing pieces of land for cultivation. This
exercise involves cutting down the bush, dlowingit to dry after
which it isset alaze. Thisisfollowed by moundingwhich isa
laborious aspect of farming. Consequently, a lot of food is
prepared for the hoeing party by the wife or wives of the owner
of thenew farm. Women gpart from providing food for thework
party areusually responsible for subsequent weedingin order to
ensure good harvests. Berom farmers both men and women
usudly fence their farms with cacti to prevent the menace of
domestic animas such as goats and sheep that often destroy
crops.Apart from farming and rearing of domestic animas for
consumption, hunting adso forms a good part of the people’s
socid organisation for the purpose of obtaining protein. Much
of thisgame meat isalso sold at thelocal markets. Hunting can
be done on an individua or group bass. Some of the localy
available game includes cane rats, monkeys, antelopes and
porcupines. Other animasfound in thisregion include tigers,
elephants, lionsand buffadosespecidly in thepre-colonia times.
H owever, over-killing or indiscriminate huntingmethodsusing
bows and arrows and spears have led to the near total
disappearance of these endangered animals. Local traps are
fabricated by blacksmiths and are used to catch cane rats and
antelopesamongothers. Animaswerenot only usefor food but
were dso used in conjunction with other plant resources for
medicina purposes. Other livelihoodsof the peoplesof Centra
N igeriaincludeblacksmithing, pottery makingand wood carving
done epecidly at leisuretimes.

T he Peoplesof the Southern Nigeria and their Culture

Southern part of Nigeriaisaso made up of three geo-politica
zone of South-West, South-Eagt and South-south. The South-
West isdominated by the Yorubaethnic group whilethe South-
East is the Igbo. South-South on the other hand had alot of
minority ethnic groupsjust likethe centra Nigeria They have
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occupied an areathat isrefersto asthe Niger Delta Region. An
areathat is naturaly endow with ocean of crude oil which has
been sustainingthe N igeriaeconomy sincethe oil boom period.
It ison the basisof thiswisdom that each zonein Southern part
of Nigeriaisisolated and discussed.

South-West

South-East ismade up of stateslike; Ekiti, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo,
Osun and Oyo. The zone is the principd habitat of Nigeria's
ethnic groupsreferred to asthe Mennonites. Theseincludethe
Yoruba, the N doki, Oduel, Urhobo, Bini, Itsekiri and Isoko
amongothers®T he Yorubaethnic group dominated other groups;
they are linguidtically classified under Kwaanguage, which
belong to the Yoruboid of the N iger-Congo Phylum.

The Yoruba ethnic group is rich with culture of atypica
African society. Their origin isshrouded in mythsand legends.
Oneamongtheselegendsisthat, the Oduduwaisthe founder of
the Yoruba nation. The legend dleged that,hedescended from
heaven sent by God to create the earth. That Oduduwa’sfirst
point of arriva on earth waslle-Ife, hencethenotion that lle-Ife
isthe centre of the earth.Other ethnic groupsaswell have their
own legends. The Bini had the Ogbafe’s version as well asthe
Ogiso verson which discuss differently the origin of the Bini
people.’®

Generdly, the peoples of South- West Region are politicaly
organised on villagegroupsor clanswith each developingdistinct
diaect. While the Yoruba ethnic group has a different pattern;
their basic politica unitsarein thetown. A town ismade up of
lineage organised in order of seniority determined by the order
of settlement. Each lineage hasahereditary title assumed by its
leader. In most casespolitica headsof thetown iscaled Badleor

8 J Egharevba, A Short Hidory of Benin, Ibadan: 1badan U niversity Press, 1960, p.17.
9 A.Nzemeke, and O. Erhagbe, (eds.) Nigaian Peoplesand Cultures 2nd Edition, Benin City: U niversity
of Benin, 2002, Pp. 77-89.
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Oba For the purpose of adminidration, thetown isdivided into
wardsunder theleadership of ward chiefscalled (/joyg Adugboor
Olailtun). Wardsarefurther subdivided into administrativeunits
i.e. Compounds(Aghalg headed by theeldest man (Badlg. T here
is no digtinction between judicid and legidative power but a
hierarchy of power from Badlg ljoeand the highest Oba ™

The cultures of this zone are also remarkable for their
sophigticated artigtic traditions and skills such asthe science of
metallurgy, iron smelting and bronze-smelting in such
communities as Ife, Oyo etc. The people of this zone are as
religiousaselsewherein the nation. Thereisagenera belief in
the exisence of the Supreme God who iscdled different names
e.g. Oladumareor Olaun among the Yoruba, Osanabua among
the Bini, Osanabua anong the Esan, Oghaiaamong the Etsako,
etc. Supreme God is believed in this zone to have created the
world with no direct involvement in the affairsof men, but have
unlimited power aswell asbenevolence and punitive measure.

Findly, because of the forest vegetation of this region, the
magor occupation of the people is fishing, cultivation of root
cropsaswell astreeslike rubber, cocoa, kola-nut etc. the people
aso planted tobacco on a very large scale for the purpose of
commercidisation. Cocoa and pam products were the main
exportable cash cropsin Nigeria before the discovery of crude
oil. The people of thisregion aso cherish gorgeous attires, like
A9-Oke Ofi, Aran, Agbada etc. Dressing among this people is
gender sensitive; the main dress among these groups is the
wrgpper usudly worn with ajumper or broad shirt for men and
blouse for women. Men wore Buba, Eski, Sgoara which are
regarded asunder wear. Thereisdso Danaogp, Agbads, Gbariye
Sulia Oyaawhich are over wear. Women wore Irg Bubg Gde
while Tab and Sinmi serves astheir under wear. ™

° T.Hodgkin, Niggian Pagative London: Oxford U niversity Press, 1975, p.19.
" T.Hodgkin, Nigaian Paspedive.. p. 20.
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South-East
South-eastern part of N igeriaismadeup of such stateslike; Abia,
Anambra, Ebony, Enugu and Imo. Thelgbo arethepredominant
group in thisregion, dthough there are pockets of other ethnic
groupslike; the ljaw, Ibibio and Efik. The lgbo are grouped into
a least five sub-cultures. They are; the Igbo of the Eastern
Nigeria the Igbo of the South-Eagtern Nigeria, the Igbo of the
N orth-Eastern N igeria, the Western Igbo and theN orthern Igbo.
Degpite some culturd diversity anong them, they do share a
common basicculturein their languagewith acluster of dialects
that a’emutualy intelligible. They o shareacommon political
system based on decentraization of power and delegation of
authority exercised by the holders of the staff of authority, the
Ofa

Inthepolitical arrangement, the peopleof thiszonearehighly
decentraised. Higtoricaly, the groups mostly had democratic
systemsof government and severa kingdomssuch asN ir, Akwa,
Akpa (Caabar), Aro confederacy and Opobo which had huge
influence in this zone. At the level of the village in Igbo land,
publicadminigration isunder thecontrol of thevillage assembly
which comprises every able-bodied mae adult. At the coreis
what is cdled the inner council (Ama Alg which consgts of
lineage heads; title holders, and other elderson the basisof their
persond qudities. Titleholdersexpressgreat authority and they
are men of great repute. Example include; the Ozq Ichie Mazi,
Ozidkg Nzeg Didkpa 19, Okpara, Ezgiand afew others. Smilarly,
otherstha hold powersincludeprieds elders, diviners medicine
men, the Okparas membersof secret society and agegrades. They
al haverecognized rolesto play within the Igbo politica set up.

There are at least three most important family eventsin this
region. They are birth, marriage and burial. Igbo traditiona
marriage, known as | gbankwu is not just an affair between the
futurehusband and wife, it involvesparents, the extended family
and the whole village. The would-be groom parent will bring
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pam wine and kola nuts to the bride’s family and other items
such as goats, chickens etc asrequested by the family. We wish
to satethat thewedding ceremony variesfrom villageto village.
Birth isds0 celebrated anongthelgbo but thenaming ceremony
isusudly performed on the 28th day. Many customs surround
the burid rites such as paying last respect to the dead, singing
traditiona songs and traditional dances, acrobatic displays by
masquerades etc.

This zone is adso remarkable for its sophisticated artistic
traditions and sKills such as the science of metallurgy, iron
smelting and bronze-smelting in such communitiesasN kwere,
Awka, Abiriba, etc. Theideaof iron work in thiszone hasbeen
dated in the village of Igbo-U kwu where an excavation of the
graveof aman of someimportance and wedth datesback to the
9th Century which produced someof theearlies bronzecagings,
glass beads, bowls and ornaments. The objects found at Igbo-
U kwu aredsofor ritua aswell assecular purposesand included
alargecollection of objectsand regdiamostly madethrough the
“lost wax” technique and through smiting and casting method.
Intermsof syle, theartefactsfound at Igbo-U kwu arenot smilar
to the Bini, Ife or any other Nigerian arts; they are origindly
locd in shgpe and content. The findings a this ste indicate a
very well developed economy with surplusto engagein artistic
production.

South-South

This zone is made up states like; Akwa-1bom, Cross-River,
Bayelsa, Rivers and Delta Languages spoken by the peoples of
thisareaare classfied under the Benue-Congo, asub-family of
the large Niger-Congo family of African languages. Although
therearepocketsof thekwaspeaking group aswell. South-South,
otherwisesknown astheN iger DeltaRegion, isaconsummation
of minority ethnicities like ljaw, Efik, Ibibio, Andoni, Ogoni,
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Abua, Ikwere, Annang, lyala, N kum, N koro, Ibanietc.’?’Among
these groups, the ljaw ethnic group accounts for a sizeable
percentage of Nigeria's population. They are located dong the
coagtd belts of Southern Nigeriafrom the Forcados to Bonny
River, long and extensive years of interaction with various
neighbours have greatly influenced their traditions thereby
leadingto differencesin thecultura assumptionsof component
ljaw groups. They are mostly identified as Western Delta ljaw
(Gbaramatu, Man, |duwini, Aragbg, Egbana(Bassan), (Apa ljaw);
the Centrd Deltaljaw (Apd, Furupagha Oladiamaljaw); and the
Eagtern Ddtaljaw (Banny, ElenKaabari, Nanbe(Brass), Okrika).

The communities within this zone, especidly peoples from
the cross-river area, areorganised in segmented politicd system
derivingtheir stability socia controlsfrom the variousformsof
societies or associations and age-grade organisation like; Ekpg,
ldong Ekan, and Ekpeof the Ibibio group. The Ekpeor leopard
society, Obong Ekpiri, Akata, Ukwa, EmanaEka, and Ekangmen’s
society among the Efik people. It should be noted that, the red
seat of mord authority in the past, rested in the council of priest
or the headsin each village. Among these secrete cults, Ekpeis
most widely, and initiation into it atracts certain amount of fee
accordingtothegradeof theentrant. Amongtheljaw cosmology,
aHigh God ( Tamuno) isacknowledged.™

An ancedra cult smilar to that of the lgbo aso exists. Being
riverinepeople, thereisastrongbdlief in thewater goddess (Owu)
that plays certain rolesin human &ffairs.

In theareaof economy, the peoplesof the South-South Region
are found the riverine environments that do not warrant the
large-scale production of cash and food crops. Asaresult of this,
majority of the earliest settlers depended on fishing and
manufacturing of sat which they traded for vegetablesand other

2 O.lkime, ‘The People and Kingdoms of the DeltaProvince’, in O. Ikime, (eds.) Groundwork of Nigeia
Hidary, Ibadan, Heinemann, 1980, pp. 89-96.

8 E. Alagoa, ‘Peoplesof the Cross River and the Eastern Niger Delta’ in O. Ikime, (eds.) Groundwork of
Nigeria Hidory, Ibadan: Heinemann, 1980, pp. 56-60.
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food stuffswith the people of the hinterlands. Commodities of
trade from thefar West (Yorubaland) reached the Eastern Delta
satesby relay system from ljaw groupson the Benin River, and
from the Itsekiri kingdom of Warri, through the Bassan ljaw of
the Centrd Delta It was because of this experience that trade
routesdeveloped from thisearlier internd tradethat the Eastern
Delta States participated successfully in the overseas trade in
daves and other goods.

Findly, canoes are the means of carrying the transportation
tha enhanced thetradeacrossthelength and breadth of theN iger
Dédta Mosg peoplein the Deltaknew about themaking of canoes
but not al the areas had the right timber for this purpose. It is
on this bass that the Apo iljo was known for canoe building.
They sold their canoes to other parts of the delta. Salt making
was another lucrative businessand wasin two ways. Therewas
smpleevaporation of theseawater and therewasmethod which
sdt wasmadefrom theroots, shootsand leavesof the mangrove
tree. These were burnt and the ash solution filtered and
evaporaed e.g. the Itsekiri, Gbaramatu |jo, Bassan and N umbe
peoplewere known for sdt production of thiskind. Other Delta
peoples bought salt from these known centres and merely
supplemented supplieswith their own localy made one.

Conclusion

N igerian peoplesand cultureshave been discussed in thischepter
with particular reference to different geographica regions. The
contention of this work is that, Nigeriais a multi-ethnic and
multi-cultura nation. There are few magjor ethnic groups in
Nigeriawhilemog of theethnicitiesarerather minority groups.
The minority ethnic group are found most especialy in the
N orth-Central Nigeria otherwise known as the Middle Belt
Region and South-South Zone of the country. The position of
thiswork isthat; each ethnic group at least hasitsown unique
culture which is fundamentdly influenced by the forces of its
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geographicd region. It ison the premise of thisunderstanding
that, theconcept of culturd variation in different N igerian zones
has been anaysed. Culture as atotdity of the people’s ways of
lifeisdynamic asaresult of naturd forces, externa influence as
well asinter-group relations.



Chapter Five

Traditional Craftsand Cultural
Festivalsin Nigeria

Emmanuel C. Ayangaor

Introduction

There is the need to revist our understanding of the word
‘culture’ because of its severd meanings. To the Sociologist,
cultureis“away of life of apeople’ acquired through learning,
asamember of acommunity. We do not, in this paper, intend to
see culturein those very generd terms. Doing so would render
our assignment unmanageable. Secondly, there many other
disciplinesthat dready dea adequately with thedifferent sectors
of human life subsumed under that genera concept of culture.
We would, therefore, prefer to adopt the liteary meaning of
culture. H ere, Cultureisseen as“documentary evidenceof man’s
creativity”' We shall see culture as, essentidly, the Literary Arts,
Performing Artsand the Visua Arts. In these Arts, man mirrors
himself and his society and through them, thereby enabling
othersto gain adequateglimpseof thecultureof any given society
through the Arts,

But what do we mean by the Literary Arts, Performing Arts
and The Visud Arts? The Liteary Artsinclude both ora and
written materid such as folktaes, poetry, short stories, novels
and drama(asin dramatic literature). It should beimmediately
clear that, until recently, the most common manifestation of
literary artigtic creativity among preliterate Africans was their
ord narratives. The PafamingArtsinclude music, dance, drama
(acting), and puppetry. Because the performing arts fal under
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what alearned colleague oncecdled the“noise sector of culture,”
they are often themost noticed aspectsof African culture. Indeed,
to alayman in Nigerig, thisis dl that thereisto culture! The
Viaud Artsrefer to paintings, drawing, sculpture(molding, carving
and congructing), pottery, textiles, and severd other useful crafts.
We shall, therefore survey the production and presentation of
al these manifegtations of culturein Nigeriaunder Traditiona
Fegtivas. Nigerian communities are mainly agrarian and make
use of amplefarming techniques Nigerian farmersdepend on
unpredictable weather, pests and undetermined soil fertility for
agood harvest. They pray to God, gods, spirits and ancestors,
who can control those unpredictable influences and come to
their assstance? A poor harvest, pestilence or drought can al
easily bring about famine and death in their communities. So,
they pray to these offering sacrificesaswell so that there will be
agood life for them. The question of good hedth, fertility of
crops and the fecundity of human beings are paramount. The
leaders of the community want to be safe from their human
enemies, predatory or poisonousanimas, insectsand dl sortsof
evil influences. The observation of taboos, performances of
magical rites, the wearing and using of magical emblems
(talisman), theorganization of communal fegtivasetc. are some
of the ways of relating with the supernatura forces for the
purposes of gaining maximum benefits from them for their
people. When dl these aredone, it isbelieved that evil hasbeen
expelled from the land and the blessings of their gods and
ancedtors assured.

This does not mean that every celebration is religious in
nature. Wedistinguish sacred/religiousfestiva sfrom the secular
or profane ones. In sacred festivals, the gods and spirits are
communicated with by means of prayer, libation, sacrifice,
incantation and exorcism. T heseactivitiesmay be carried out in
such places like shrines, sacred grooves, a specid tress, caves,
and hills and wherever these are considered to be the home of
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these forces. In some communities, the gods and the ancestors
may present themselvesin theform of masquerades, and asgued's
totheir living descendants. They are prayed to, offered giftsand
treated in the way only reserved for the most honoured visitor.
Duringtimesof fesivas, moreactivitiesthan theatre take place.
N on theetrical eventsareprayersand secrifices, feasing, wrestling
contedts; the taunting of socid misfits and engaging in various
antics. We often find “total theatre” during most of these
traditiond fegtivals. Thereismusic, singing, dancing, costuming,
puppetry, drama, incantations and narratives.
J. N. Amankulor defines Fegtiva as

...Festival theatre in traditional African societies means
dramétic activity which occurswithin thecontext of afestiva
celebrated in African villagesor similar settings. Such dramatic
activity must portray typica beliefs, ideas and customs of an
African society. It is, in other words, acommuna dramain
which thepeople mirror, within thefestiva environment, their
religious, secular and aesthetic philosophy.?

In other words, the study of theatre enables us to understand
African culture. Thisis s0 because Africans project aspects of
their culture through the audio and visua language of thesatre.

Characteristics of a Traditional Festival

Culturd fegtivdsare complex socia eventsthat often have very
important religious, educationd, historica and political functions
in thelivesof African peoples. Even those modern Africanswho
reject the religious aspects of these festivas fill find them very
useful in mobilizing membersof their communitiesfor purposes
of development. They dso find them good occasons during
which they takeoff their timeand to enjoy the attractivemusicd,
dance and acrobatic displays of the musicians, dancers and
masquerades. Fegtivas are times when people chose to drink
and eat in excess. Most cultura festivascome up annually but
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there are some that are so important that they come up every
threeto ten or moreyears. There arethosethat comeup oncein
alifetime. Very often, the oracle or aspecia god concerned has
to approve or givethe date for the festival should comeup. It is
possible for the spirit or god concerned to cancel afegtival, but
this rarely happens. There are dso those fedivals that are not
regular and arehosted on demand. Some (evil) cleansngfedtivas
are usually staged whenever a major calamity befalls the
community. Similarly, marriage, persona or even commund
achievementsand initiation fesivdsareheld whenever someone
isto assume an important socia position.

Festivals are organised and presented in the following
stages: (@) Pre Fedtiva stage, (b) Festiva Proper and (c) Post
Festival stage. In the pre festival stage, members of the
community areexpected to carry out religious, artisticor sanitary
preparations. The date of the festivd once obtained has to be
sent to dl those concerned. Thetown or villagehasto becleaned,
shrines, drums and costumes repaired. Musicians and dancers
haveto carry out rehearsds. Hunters have hunt for more meat,
pam wine tgpers go for more pam wine and, where burukutu
isteken, stepsaretaken to acquireand soak grain and to sart the
fermentation process. Each household in the community is
involved for theremus beadequatefond for feadingon thefestiva
day itsalf.

On the day of thefedtiva itself, series of eventsare put up. It
isnot unusud for the priest or the Chief to make the required
offeringsto ancestors or spirits and to, thereafter, proceed with
thece ebrations. Someof themorereligiousaspectsof thefedtival
may be carried out in secret dthough there are usualy many
public elementsthat involve al most of the people.

After thefestival ceremoniesproper, which may last from one
day to ten days when it is concluded, there are the important
post festival activities. It isnot unusua for aspecid thanksgiving
madeto ancestorsand godsfor asuccessful festival aswell asthe
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removal of whatever sanctionstha wasin placebeforeand during
thefedtival. Indeed, only a thistimeisit possblefor those who
were busy entertaining the public to have their own turns at
feagting privately. It isnot unusua for the paramount Chief to
summon his assistants for a meeting to review what had
happened. Any donationsthat had been madeto the participants
can now be shared out anong members.

The venue where Fegtivas are featured can be at the village
squares, market places, paaces, shrines, cult houses and at any
other appropriate places. Only cult members may watch
performancesat cult houses. Thereisawaysapreferred sitefor
staging performancesduring any festiva.

Theentirefedtiva isrun by agroup of people usualy headed
by the Chief himself. It is not unusud to for the paramount
chief to delegate thisto aparticular aspecia sub chief. Leaders
of masquerade groups, dance groups, age grades, priests, pam
wine tapers etc help him. Members of various secret societies
maybe placed in charge of security duringthefegtival. They will
prevent theft, molestation and unkind treatment to children,
women or drangers. These are the singers, dancers, acrobats,
puppeteers, masquerades, and musiciansetc. We can add priests
and other laymen who giveahand or say somewordsduringthe
event. Every member of the community is expected to actively
participate, however. Those who will, or cannot are expected to
watch and applaud performances and perhaps donate, spray,
money on digiinguished artistes. The distinction between the
audience and the performers during an African festiva is not
clear, especidly a public performances M embersof theaudience
can sing dong with the singers or even rush in to join them
dance. Chiefsare known to descend from their thronesto do a
step or two with the dancerseven wherethe performanceisput
upintheir own honour. Wemay find anongtheaudiencetourists
who are there to enjoy themselves. Well known festivals attract
many tourigts. Thisiswhy traditiona festivasareconsdered an
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important tourigt attraction.

As we noted earlier such events like traditiona wrestling,
storytelling, juggling and fashion parade as well as magica
displays fishingcompetition, acrobatic displaysmay be presented
duringthefestival.

Diffeent Typesdof Fedivals

J. N. Amankulor has identified about six different types of
fegivasnamely

1. Fertility or Birth Festivals

2. Farming Cycle Fedtivas

3. Titletaking or Initiation Festivals

4. Religious Worship Fedtivas

5. Funerary and Mortuary Festivas

6. Occasond and Children’sFegtivas.

Jd N. Amankulor, “Festival T heatre”

(i) Fertility or Birth Fegivas. The fegtivd is the occasion
for prayer for the fecundity of women. Women are
normally expected to bear children. The children are
expected to remain dive and to grow up into heathy
membersof thecommunity. It isnot unusud that during
thisfedtival request isa'so madeto thegodsand ancestors
for plentiful food, which they would cat and remain dive.
Even with food there isthe fear of evil spiritswho may
snatch their children from them. If there is so much
religious activity seen among our peopleit isfor thefact
that they realise how helplessthey arein confronting all
sortsof evil or negativeforcesthat can ruin man’s hope.
Only God, thegods, or our ancestorscan spiritualy help
us overcome problems of lack of food, infertility in our
women and sicknessamong our children.

(i) Farming Cycle Fegtivas. Thesecan belikened to fertility
festivasbut they are different. They are concerned with
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ensuring that there is adequate food for the sustenance
of theentirefamily or community. At thetimeof planting
his crops it is the prayer of the farmer that his efforts
should not bein vain. Lack of rain, or of oil fertility too
much rain, pestsand crop failuredueto inexplicable evil
causes, aechdlengeshecan only facewith theassistances
of supernaturd forces. Hence, the communa festival.
Hencetheinvitation of theancestorsto intercede on the
behaf of their living descendants. At thetime of harvest
there comesthe “thanksgiving” festiva when theliving
express their happiness to the gods and ancestors for
having got them thisfar. It isthe norm to offer thefirgt
portions of thefirst harvest to the gods before members
of that community begin to fresh foodstuff. The N ew
Yam festiva among the Igbo and the Igede is a good
example of this sort of festival.

Title taking and Initiation Festivals are staged -to celebrate
individud achievements such asthe purchase or award
of achieftaincy, the promotion of an age agegroup. The
entirecommunity may beinvolved riteof passagefestivals
whether it is an individua title taking. In Tivland,
enlismentsinto the Ibiamegh cult or the purchase of a
horse were occasons for such fedivals.

Religious Worship Fegtivas have definite have religious
atributes. Communities worship deities during such
fesivaswhich are led by their priests. The Igbo priests
of Alg or Ani, the goddess of the earth and the Idoma
have Ej’Alekwu festival when dead ancestorscometo vist
and place their living descendants. and worshippers of
thesegodscelebrate. Thereare specia festivdswhen the
spiritsof our dead parentsareworshipped. Therearedso
festivasduringwhich godsor goddessesare worshipped.
Ani, Ala, (Igbo goddess of the earth) is very popular
among them. The ldomahave Ej’ Aje. The Yorubahave
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Ogqun, god of Iron which is worshipped by drivers,
blacksmiths etc. Note Osun is founder goddess of
Osogbotown. Osun Fegtivd istheoccasion duringwhich
sheisworshipped.

Funerary and Mortuary Festivas. Thesefegtivasareheld
to celebrate the passing away of elders of good repute.
Thisisdeemed necessary if their soulsareto beconverted
from wandering spirits of the dead into the benevolent
ancedra spirits. Failureto carry out thisfestiva may lead
to thereturn of the dead man’s spirit to harm theliving
for having faled to give it a befitting send off. Thisis
often called the Second Buria Ceremony. It is an
important ingtitution among the Idomaof Benue State.
Occasiond or Children’s Festivals. This is often an
occasion to celebrate an event which members of the
community feel good about. Thearriva of an important
vistor to thevillage, the winning of an inter village war
or even aland case etc can throw the whole community
into afestivemood. That iswhy it isan occasond festivd.

Children’sfegtivdsaretheir own playswhich often continue
well beyond thevillage'smgor festiva. Thecommunity permits
children to frolic about without the usua parenta restraint.

Other Fedtivas. Nigeriahashad severd centuries of contact
with theldamic Arab world and the Chrigtian European world.
Therefore, there are celebrated in Nigeriasuch non traditiona
fedtivds like Easter and Chrismas among the Chrigtians and
the Id d Fitri and Id d Kabir and Id d Maulud festivals of the
Mudims. In addition to these, the Nigerian Government has
goproved publicholidaysfor N ew Year’sD ay, Good Friday, M ay
Day and Independence D ay.
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Selected Nigerian Traditional Festivals

The Uhola Festiva isfeatured anong the Zuru (or D akarkari)
people of Kebbi State. The Zuru people use this occasion to
pray totheir gods, ancestorsand spirits Therain godisrequested
to cease rains to enable crops ripen better thereby producing
higher yields in preparation for the U hola. Young Zuru men
and women do their last dance before marriagewhilethe much
younger boys begin a seven year brida service with their
prospective parents-in-law by working on their farms— Gamo-
for the hand of their daughter in marriage. The Fedtiva isadso a
timefor feasting, dancing, snging, wrestling and fashion display.
The Festival provides the avenue to praise the vaiant, and
castigate the profligate children thereby ensuring the socia
adherence to group normsand unity. It is expected to come up
annually subject to the approval of the gods who must be
consulted beforeit isput up. Secondly, there should benot mass
deathsor smilar cdamity within the community U holawill be
banned for that year. All families must daughter an anima on
the eve of thefestiva and donatefood to al who cal on thenan
thefestiva day. Boysbetween 5 and 15 yearsold are placed on a
specid diet of porridge and meat during thefestiva period. It is
after each annud U hola that fresh batches of young men join
the Gamobrida service.

T he Fulani Sharo

The Fulani (Fulo, Fula) are found throughout the West Africa
sub region. They are understood to have migrated into Nigeria
from the Futa Jdllon digrictsof the GuineaBissau area. We have
the town Fulani aswell asthe “cattle Fulani”. These latter are
nomadic pastordistswho grazetheir cattlethroughout the West
Africaregion. They live a very hardy nomadic life. The Sharo
Fegivd isfound anongthenomadic Fulani. It essentialy consists
of asesson of public floggingsto test the endurance of young
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men. They are expected to bear the pain without as much as
flinching when whipped. If they cry or show any signs of pain
they remain disqudified to be consdered as men who can get
married.

It comesup twice ayear duringthe mgor Sdlah Fegtivd and
a the period of the guinea corn harvest in December January.
Any open shade preferably at the corner of amarket is suitable.
Girls dress in their best. Fulani musicians play their music
accompanied by hand clapping dancers who stamp their feet.
The girlsdo most of the singing and clapping, however. From
timeto time aFulani boy embracesagirl of hischoice and they
do ashort dance. The Sharo isactudly an initiation ceremony
into adulthood. Those who cannot stand the pain remain
children.

Igue Festival of Benin isthemos popular and colourful festiva
of the Edo people of Edo state. It consists of up to nine smaller
eventsor mini fegtivas. It iscelebrated by the Obaof Benin and
al Edo peopleto mark the end of the year and for the ushering
in of anew year. The Obadressesin hisfull regaliaand dances
with the scimitar; the king's sword.

It is an occasion for the Oba end Edo people to thank the
gods for their protection during the year. The Oba sacrificed
animasto propitiatethe pirits, thegodsand soulsof dead Obas.
Evil spirits are exorcised from the land. Finally, it is on this
occasion that the Obare-enactsimportant eventsin the history
of the kingdom.

Thefestival used to take placein September every year but it
wasin the 1980sthat the late Oba Akenzuachanged the Benin
“end of the year” to December. The Igue Festival is now
celebrated every December of the year. We shall only list some
of these events without detailed descriptions because to do so
will cover too much time and space.



TRADITIONAL CRAFTS AND CULTURAL FESTIVALS IN NIGERIA 63

(i) Otue Ugehaba: When chiefs and their specid dancing
groups visit the palace wearing their full ceremonial
dressesto pay homage, and pledgetheir continued loyalty
to the Oba,

(i) Ugehaba On this occason the Oba confers traditiona
chieftaincy titlesto hisloya deserving citizens.

(iii)  Iran: This event recdls the battles fought between the
indigenousand pro roydist elements. The Ife dynasty of
the Benin ruling family won the battle against Chief
Ogiamien.

(iv)  Otuelguaba Chiefs of various grades dance to the Obas
paace to wish him a successful celebration of the Igue
Festival.

(V) Iguaba The Oba secrifices to the guardian spirit of the
Oba himsdlf.

(vi) UgeEweae Ewereleavesarepresented to the Obato wish
him good luck and the peoplepurify their city by carrying
lighted fireébrandsto dropinto theriver. The Obaappears
in the public with al his wives; the only time he does
thisthroughout the year. The Igue festival reminds the
Edo people those important eventsin Benin history.

Osun Festival isheld every year a& Osogbo which isin Osun
State. Osun isa Yorubagoddesswho changed into River Osun.
A hunter called Timehin oncediscovered theOsun River during
adrought. Heinformed hisvillage chief, the Owaof I poletown,
who later moved to the banks of thisriver for the water. Thus
Chief Laroaye became the first Ataojaof Osogbo after entering
into an agreement with the goddess Osun that in return for her
protection and blessings, he would annually offer sacrifices to
her and feed the sacred fishesin her river. Thefishesare Osun’s
messengers. As for the promised protection and blessings,
Osogbo had been saved from wars. Women who pray to Osun
for children and drink or bathe in her waters are blessed with
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children. Hence, the popularity of the festival. It is dso an
occasion during which the sonsand daughtersof the land flock
back to their city to renew their solidarity aswell asto feast. The
Ataojaof Osogbo participatesfully in thefegtiva visting shrines
and eventualy to the bank of River Osun for the offeringsto the
goddess. The Osun fegtival attracts worshippers of Osun from
South America and Osun peoples a home and abroad every
August. It should be noted that aGerman lady, Susanne Wenger,
was converted asaworshipper of Osun and hascontributed her
artigic tdentsin building an enclave for her goddess.

The Great Ofala Festival of the Onitsha Igbo are unique
because they operate a monarchical rather than a republican
system. They have historica relations with Igada to the north
and Edo to the west. They are generaly a proud people. The
Obi is consdered divine dthough the office is not hereditary.
Heisrarely seen in the public by hissubjects. In the olden tribal
daysthe Obi wasthe Commander in Chief of tile Onitshaarmy.
Heissubjected to severd taboos.

Four days to the Ofdafestiva in September, the Obi goes
into aperiod of mourning for the soulsof al the departed. The
Oracle had been consulted on the future of thetown, the hedth
of the Obi and whether there shdl be famine or prosperity in
the land. After this confinement the Obi returnsto his paace
and his people flock to the paace to welcome him... and watch
him begin the Ofaa fegtivd. The Fegtiva, which looks like a
New Yam fegtivd islargely on the importance the Obi as a
monarch. Roya musicisplayed and only the Obi and hisclosest
Chiefsin the hierarchy dance to it.

Kwagh-hir Puppet

TheMeaning of Kwagh hir, 1t can bedirectly trandated as“thing
magic” but is better understood as taes of the supernatural. In
the past thiswas merely the verbd art of storytelling which the
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Tiv spesk of as “u tan kwagh hir”. One dso hears of “kwagh
adom” meaning the exploits of the trickster hare (Brer Rabbit).
Since about 1960 kwagh hir art has become transformed into
dramatised folk tdesthat make use of puppetsand masquerades
for performances. It isthistheatrica form of puppet theatrethat
we are concerned with here.

The performance of the modern kwagh hir involvesthe use
of puppets, drumming. dance, masquerades, mime, snging,
narrationsand acrobatics Becauseit isacompositeart thekwagh
hir is able to attract and hold the attention of audiences
throughout the night. Its popularity has raised eyebrows from
Churches and educational organizations as it keeps their
members away from going to churches on Sundays or schools
on Monday. Government support has helped it to survive and.
become the most popular Tiv art form to date.

A kwagh hir group can haveup to ahundred members. There
areover ten drummers. over ten singers, over ten miscellaneous
musiciansg/instrumentalists over ten puppeteers, over five
acrobats, over fivefloor managers, over five backstage assstants
who arrange the props and, help puppeteers change between
performances. There are usually up to three or four security
persons. And there is usudly the play director and one or two
announcers; someone hastokegpin closetouch with thebacksage
and the musicians so that they play the right sort of music that
herad in the performers.

Since 1969 Government support of Kwagh hir hasbeen crucid
to its growth and development. Its banning in Tivland, its
exposureto the U niversity community in the 1970s itsrecording
in both sound and on film, its performance during the 1977
Second World Fegtival of Black and African Artsand Civilizaion,
its annua performance by Benue State government, its
sponsorship to Europe in 1984 etc has helped to make it one of
the greatest artistic and touristic attractions Benue state has.
Because the people themselves are prepared to pay to watch its
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performances an investor can sponsor such performances with
thelikelihood of recovering hisinvestmentsand even making a
profit. Hecan aso producehomevideosand sell them. Oncehe
isable to do dl thisin abusness manner he should make his
profits. Asfor tourism, the annua kwagh hir festiva of Benue
state should be well timed such that tourists are given adequate
noticeto book for viststo Benue. Theyet to betgpped resource
of kwagh hir isitsmusic. Many peoplearein lovewith it and a
good recording engineer can give it the needed rearranging to
suit modern gandardsof discerninglocal and foreign consumers.

Conclusion

Let us not forget that apart from Entertainment traditional
festivals expected to Lead, Persuade and Educate our people to
live the good life. Festivas remain one of the ways of culture
transmission, culture change and national development in the
Nigerian State.



Chapter Six

Evolution of the Nigerian State

SaawuaG. N yityo and Akosu Ezekiel Agaigbe

Geographical Location

N igeriaissituated between latitudes4°N and 14°N . It isbounded
in thenorth by N iger Republic, the south by the gulf of guinea,
in the east by Cameroon and in the west by Benin Republic.
N igeriascurrent population estimate hasbeen put a 160 million
people. The story of her evolution into anation state has been
broken into three main phases, namely: the establishment,
expansion and British colonia administrative control, the
consolidation of British colonid ruleafter the 1914ama gamation
andthesugtained effortsof N igeriansto end coloniaism. Below
is a step by step summation of the phases that led to the
emergence of the Nigerian statein 1960.

T he Pre-Colonial Picture

The conventional picture of Nigeria before the 1914
amagamation isthat of aclosed society with limited interactions
between itspartsnamely, N orth and South of the country. This
not withgandingtherewasacertain degree of compactnessabout
the territory that encouraged the movement of peoples, goods
and ideas N orth and South acrossthe zones.

To begin with, the desiccation of the Sahara desert in Pre-
higtoric times warranted the South ward migration of peoples.
Again, thesugtainability of theSudanic belt for the development
of settled life also allowed for population expansion, the
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development of iron working, agriculture and the emergence of
organized society.’

It was therefore not surprising that population movements
from the Sudanic belt into the forest zone facilitated the
exploitation of thelater especidly through the gpplication of iron
technology. Conversely, there had been movements from the
South to Northin morehigorica times. Even the Trans-Saharan
trade network of many Sudanic States had depended to alarge
extent on productsfrom theforest zone or the Middle Belt.? In
addition, many Sourthern politiesand peoples have a different
timesbefore 1800, expanded northwardsor exerted pressureon
groupsto the N orth. The Jukum Kingdom of the Middle Belt
for example had a different times in the seventeenth century
madeincursonsnorthwardsto asfar asKano and Katsina The
Benin Kingdom of the forest zone and the Igbo peoplesto the
east exerted pressure upon the peoples, politicsand theeconomy
of theimmediate north and in the MiddI-Belt such asthe lgda,
I[domaand Tiv.2

In anutshéll, the Yorubagroups of the South West interacted
with groupsin thenorth and aong the Atlantic coast such asthe
ljaw and Egun, and with the Bini to their east. Benin Kingdom
aso interacted with the far flung areas of the Lagos area and
with their immediate neighboursin the D eltaRegion including
the Igbo.

M oreover, the N igerian geogrgphica space spanningover the
basn of the lower Niger, South of the Bussa rgpids with the
riversN iger and Benue, their tributariesand theenormousdelta
spreading out into severa creeksand lagoonswasaso averitable
ground for inter-group relations. The unity of these waterways
encouraged a network of relationships within the basin. These

' JF AdeAjayi & E.J. Alagoa(1980) “N igeriabefore 1800: Aspectsof Economic D evelopment
and Inter-group Relations’ In Obaro Ikime(ed) Graundwak of Nigaian Hidory, Heinemann,
Ibadan Pp.224-235.

2 Ibid

s Ibid
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river networks provided channels of contact between peoples
and ideascutting acrossthe N orth and South. Onemust not fail
to recognize the east-west movementsof peoplesand ideasa so.

Thusitisthepre-colonia background highlighted abovethat
provided the bass for the widening of the scae of interaction
amongtheN igerian peoples. Their common interestsand inter-
relationships dating from pre-colonia times aso indicate that
they possessed different cultural, political and adminidrative
ingitutionsfor many centuries. They were encumbered in this
extensve areaby consderable geographica and other obstacles.
Consequently, any attempt to examine the evolution of the
Nigerian state would require that we pay some attention to the
issuesthat unite us as acountry without losing sght of how to
resolve our important differences.

T he Evolutionary Process

In hisinaugura lecture delivered in 1973, Professor TekenaN .
Tamuno was able to establish four digtinct stagesin the recent
history of Nigeria They includethefollowing:

Thefirst stage coversthe establishment and expansion, since
the late nineteenth century, of British adminigtrative control
in several parts of Nigeria The second deads with the
consolidation of British ruleafter the 1914 amagamation. The
third isfirmly rooted in the sustained efforts of N igeriansto
end coloniaism. The fourth began with the triumphd note
of achievingindependence but soon plungedinto the anxious
momentsof andiond crisis’.

Beginning with the first stage, which Professor Obaro Ikime
refers to as the era of British Conquest;® he further explained
that it wascharacterized by apiecemed takeover of the country

4 TekenaN.Tamuno, (1973,). Hiday-Makesin Madan Nigaia: An Inaugura Lecturedelivered
a the U niversity of Ibadon on Thursday, 25 October 1973, Pp.1-17
5 Obaro Ikime, (1977). TheFall of Nigaia: TheBritish Canqued, Longman, London.
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by the British. Hewas ableto document in detail, the responses
of the various N igerian peoples that came in contact with the
British during the closing decades of the 19" century up to the
first decade of the 20" century. The process began with the
peaceful penetration in the N igerian coastd areasfor the purposes
of commodity commerce. Socid and commercid engagement
duringthisperiod wasbased on mutual respect for African traders
and European merchants. Trade disputes arising from such
interaction were settled according to African laws and customs.
Through the use of “gun-boat politics’, the situation later
changed in favour of the British. Thisprocessultimately led to
the sgning of treaties of protection and conquest of Nigeriaby
the British.

It later paved the way for important administrative decisons
intheevolution of thecolonid gatein Nigeria In order to secure
a centrd direction of policy and, by so doing, pull economic
resourcestogether, the British government from 1898 adopted a
policy of gradudly amagamatingitsvariousadministrative units
in Nigeria® In May 1906, the Lagos colony was amagamated
with the protectorate of Southern Nigeria The consent of the
N igerian people wasnot sought in regardsto the amagamation
project as the primary concern of government in 1906 was
economic. When it came to sources of funding the costs of the
new adminisgtration, the Protectorate of Southern Nigeriawas
adjudged to bebetter off compared to thefinancidly weak colony
of Lagos. Thus the amalgamation was designed to enable
government to cover the costs of administration and
development. In particular, it needed the funds to extend the
rallway line from Lagosto the hinterlands. It must be bornein
mind that the 1906 amagamation, however, did not result in
adminigrativefuson.’

The second stagein the evolution of the N igerian state deals

&  For detalssee T.N. Tamuno, (1972). TheEvdution of theNigaian State TheSauthen Phasg
1898-1914, London.

7 T.N. Tamuno, (1980). “British Colonid Administration in Nigeria in the Twentieth
Century” in Obaro Ikime(ed) Graund of Niggian Histary Pp. 393-409.
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with the consolidation of British rule after the 1914
amagamation. Just asit did in the anagamation of the colony
and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria, the British did not seek
the opinion of the Nigerian people before it anadgamated the
Southern and N orthern Provincesin 1914. H eretoo, theprimary
am of theBritish waseconomic. Accordingto Professor Tekena
Tamuno, “compared with the protectorate of Southern Nigeria,
the protectorate of N orthern Nigeria proves a relatively poor
neighbour.?” He went on to argue that:

Without direct access to the sea, with a large area and
population, with costly railway construction and river
dredging projects, the protectorate of Nigeria experienced
serious financia difficulties and [was] dightly relieved by
annud grants-in-aid from theimperid treasury.®

Although he gave an extended account of the north’sfinancia
insolvency, it ispertinent to state that therewasat least oneitem
which hefaled to mention and which congtituted amgor source
of funding for development projects: Colonid taxation. Based
upon their admittedly large demographic figures, coupled with
an experienced regimeof taxation policy and practice, N orthern
Protectoratesoften secured largefundsfrom itstax receipts. But
TheN orth’sactud earningsfrom thecentral treasury wereoften
not farly stated. Such omissons often placed the North a a
disadvantage.” But when this was questioned by Abubakar
Tafawa Belewa and reiterated a the Ibadan Constitutiona
Conferenceof 1957, it became the basisupon which two thirds
of seatsin the Federa House of Representativesin Lagos were
dlocated to the N orth.™

Onesdgnificant outcome of the 1914 amagamation wasthat
it gavethenorthern and Southern Provincesacommon politica
-
1 Trevor Clark, (1991). A Right Honaurable Gentleman. T heL ifeand Timesdf Alhgii Sir. Abubakar

Tafawa Baleva Hudahuda Publishing Company, Zaria
" Ibid
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head without encouraging the development of auniform style
of administration in either group of provinces. Even the
amagamation of departments such as education, police and
prison service proceeded gradudly between the 1920sand 1930s
without encouraging the development of large administrative
unitswithin Nigeria N o centrd secretariat emerged beforethe
1920s. Despite this very cautious development, amagamation
still made heavy demands on Nigeria’s financial and staff
resources.

However, with retrenchment and prudent spending, Nigeria
duringthe 1930shad enough staff and money for implementing
further adminigrative reform. The former Southern provinces
were split into Eastern and Western provinces,?while N orthern
provinceswereleft intact by Governor Bourdillon. H e believed
that the peopleof N orthern provinceswere morehomogeneous
in culture than those in the southern provinces. Consequently,
theN igerian inheritorsof thesateamagamated in 1914 accepted
and consolidated the foundationslaid by generations of British
officids. Thus amagamation has had its lasting impact on the
history of Nigeria—imposing on Nigerian people the difficult
task of N ation building

Thethird stagein the evolution of the N igerian state had to
do with the sustained efforts of Nigerians to end coloniaism.
Thisistheeraof decolonization. It accounted for theemergence
and growth of Nigerian nationdism. First wasthe desire of the
peoplefor self rulewhich signified freedom from foreign control.
Thisfound expresson in the various resstance movements by
theindigenouspeoplesto conquest and domination. T hispattern
of resstancewasexpressed long after the establishment of British
rule. It meant the sporadic outbresk of violenceor different forms
of passveresstancethat wererather subtleand psychologica in
nature. The other grievances of the nationdistsincluded recia

12 See Sessiona paper N 0.46 of 1937: Reorganization of the Southern Provinces Cited in
T.N. Tamuno British Colonid Administration in Nigeria
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intolerance and discrimination, limited opportunities for
Nigerians in the administrative sector, open economic
exploitation of Nigerians by foreign enterprises with the
connivance of the British Colonia adminigration.” Severa
organizations were established by Nigerian peoples for the
purposeof pursingtheir nationdis agenda Politicad movements
including press organizations were aso founded to pursue the
objectivesof thenationdists. Organizationssuch asthe U niversd
N egro Improvement Association founded by M arcus Gravery,
theN ationa Council of British West Africa(N CBWA) initiated
by Joseph Casely H ayford and Dr. Akinwande Savage had done
great work to make sure that their idea was trandated into
practice. Much nearer home was the Nigerian N ational
Democratic Party (NN DP) and theNigerian Youth M ovement
(NYM).

Mgority of members of the N YM were Southerners. This
was dueto the hogtility of the British adminigtration and of the
Emirs acting under the adminigration. This notwithstanding,
the NYM had vibrant supporters in Jos where its members
comprised both northerners and southerners. The party’s
nationd outlook wasbest demonstrated by ajoint memorandum
with the Jos Triba League to Governor Richardsin 1943." The
memorandum deplored the policy of administering N orthern
Nigeriaasadigtinct adminigrative unit, the non-representation
of northern Nigerians in the Legidative Council and o on."”
Other Nigerian nationdistssuch asDr, N namdi Azikiwe, Chief
Obafemi Awolowo, Chief Dr. Joseph Sarwuan Tarka, Alhaji
Aminu Kano, Alhgi Sir Ahmadu Bello dl formed or led politica
parties such as the National Council of Nigerian Citizens
(NCNC), The Action Group (AG), The United Middle Belt
Congress(UMBC), TheN orthern ElementsProgressveU nion

¥ G.0. Olusanya, 1980, “The Nationalis Movement in Nigeria’ in Obaro lkime(ed)
Groundwork of Nigerian History Hemneman. Ibadan: Pp. 545-569

“  Ibid

s Ibid
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(NEPU) and the Northern People’'s Congress (N PC) in that
order to fight for Independence.

The Second World War had agreat impact on thedevel opment
of politica consciousness and therefore on the nationalist
movement in Nigeria Thus, the combined impact of party
politica propaganda, sporadic protests, ralway workers strikes
led by Michael Imoudu weakened the colonial powers
economically and militarily and therefore undermined the
strongest wegpon for themaintenanceof colonid territories. The
newspapers, particularly the Wed African Pilatand the Daily Times
of Nigeria played a sgnificant role in whipping up politica
consciousness and gavanized the Nigerian people to struggle
for independence. They embarked on a sustained campaign
againgt the mord bass of colonia adminigration-forcing the
British adminigratorsto enter into negotiaionsviacongtitutiona
conferences. This ultimately led to the attainment of
independence in 1960. Dr N namdi Azikiwe became the first
indigenousGovernor Generd; Right Hon. Sir Abubakar Tefawa
Bdewawasgppointed asprimeminister. In 1963 N igeriaataned
arepublican status and could then be referred to asthe Federd
Republic of Nigeria

Thefourth stage began with thetriumpha note of achieving
independence but soon plunged into anxious moments of
nationa crissof 1966-1970. Thistoo was overcome, leading to
another phase of reconciliation, reconstruction and rehabilitation
which demonstrated our resolvein overcomingmagjor chalenges
The military held power for decades but we have now entered
on anew phase of democratic governance and nationd stability.
The process of democratic consolidation is work in progress.
When that isachieved, N igeriawould have placed itself squarely
on the path of nationd rebirth and development.

In conclusion, the process of the evolution of the Nigerian
gatehasbeen longand tortuous It hasbeen summed up in phases
culminating in the emergence of the Nigerian State as an
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independent entity in the comity of nations. It has a definite
roleto play in shaping the destiny of her people, the big brother
satuson the African continent and becoming akey player in the
internationa community. Butin playingitsrole, it hassignificant
obstaclesand chalengesthat it can to overcome by itself. It was
Generd Yakubu Gowon, theformer N igerian head of satewho
declared that “to keep N igeriaoneisatask that must be done.”
He had reflected on the Nigerian past, weighed its chalenges
but looked ahead to greatness. N aion building and nationa
greatnessimply that we emphasize the factors that unite while
attempting to resolve those that divide us.



Chapter Seven

Nigeria’s Geography, Population and
Linguistic Classification

John E. Agabaand ThaddeusT. Ityonzughul

Introduction

Thischapter examinesthemeaning and thegeography of Nigeria
In doing this, the chapter recognizes and acknowledges that
“Nigerid’ isaderivative of an African word. It dsoidentifiesthe
person that suggested thename“Nigerid’. Thechapter in short,
presents the geographicd coordinates and boundaries of the
country under review. T he chapter also shedssomelight on the
climateand vegetation of thecountry N igeria. Thesudy reflects
the population of N igeriamaking reference to the first census
and the most recent one. The andysisdso attemptsalinguistic
classfication of the various N igerian ethnic groups and draw a
useful conclusion based on the examined issues.

Coinage and Geography of Nigeria

The name Nigeriais derived from ‘Nig an’, an African word
meaning grea river. “Nigerid’ therefore means “land of the
Mighty River” or the country of the Great Waters." Nigeriais
the most populous country on the African continent, but only
came into being in its present form in 1914 when the two
Protectorates of Northern and Southern Nigeria were
amagamated by Sr Frederick Lugard. Sixteen yearsearlier Flora
Shaw, who later married Lugard, first suggested in an article for
TheTimesthat the severd British Protectorateson the Niger be

' Sdfra JE and Aguilar-Cauz, G. TheNew Eng/dopedia Britannica, vol. 8. U SA. Encyclopedialnc. 2010, P
200.
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known collectively known as Nigeria? Although Nigeria was
the creation of European ambitionsand rivariesin West Africa,
it would be erroneousto assumethat its peopleshad little or no
history before its fina boundaries were negotiated by Britain,
France and Germany d the turn of the twentieth century. For
this newly created country contained not just a multiplicity of
“pagan tribes’, but dso a number of great kingdoms and had
evolved diverse systems of socio-political organizations
independent of contact with Europe.®

We should be cognizant of thefact that, within the frontiers
of Nigeria were the great kingdom of Kanem-Borno, with a
known history of morethan athousand years, the Fulani Empire
which for the hundred years before its conquest by Britain had
ruled most the Savannah of N orthern N igeria, the kingdomsof
Ife and Benin, wood art had become recognized asamongst the
most accomplished in the world, the Yoruba Empire of Oyo,
which had once been the most powerful of the states of the
GuineaCoadt, thecity of the Niger Delta, which had grown in
response to European demands for daves and later pam ail, as
well aspoliticaly decentraized and culturaly homogenous|Ibo
peoples of the Eagtern region and small ethnic nationdities of
the Plateau and the Middle Benue Region.*

Geographicdly, the Federa Republic of Nigeriaisacountry
in West Africa, located between latitudes 4°N and 14°N and
longitudes 3°E and 15°E meridian, bordered on the N orth by
Niger and Sahara Desert, on South by the Gulf of Guinea,
regarded to be an arm of the Atlantic Ocean, on East by Chad
and Cameron and on West by Benin Republic.®> The country
can be classfied into two mgor zones, namely: the Tropicd
Rainforest areaand the Savannah Grasdand zone. Each of these
zones has its distinct geographica features which since time

2 Kirk-Greene, A.H.M “who coined the N ame Nigeria? cited in Crowder, M. The Story of Nigaia
London: Faber and Faber, 1966, p.21.

8 Crowder, M. TheStory of Nigzia...p.21

4 Crowder, M. TheStory of Nigaia... P 21

5 Uwechue, R. et’a (eds.) Afriaa Today. London: African Books Ltd. 2 Edition, p. 1441.
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immemorid have contributed tremendoudy to their peopling
and theformsand patternsof culturewhich emerged from their
infractionswith their environment on theonehand, and between
themselves on the other hand.® For the purpose of clarity and
easy comprehension, thesezonesareanayzed oneafter theother
aspresented in the succeeding discourse.

Firgly, therain fores zone: T hisismadeup of dl thesouthern
satesand itsmgor featuresincludetheabundanceof rain, which
extendsfor not lessthan seven monthsduringtheraining season,
farly luxuriant vegetation, characterized by thick forest and a
variety of rivers, streams, tributaries which criss-crosses many
communitiesin the zone. The zoneisnoted for the production
of timber, oil padm, cocoa, rubber, yams, coa nuts, rice, fish,
and citrus, anong others. The zone aso has petroleum, cod,
marble, clay, [imestone and sdt to mention but afew.”

Secondly is the Savannah Zone. This covers the regt of the
country, sretching from the upper part of the Niger-Benue
Trough to the Niger-boundary. The indicators of these zones
includethe prevaence of thedry N orth East Trade Windsfrom
the SaharaD esert, hot and dry weather for most part of the year
and open Savannah Vegetation. The crops that thrive well in
thiszone arepotaoes, tomatoes, rice, onions, groundnut, cotton,
soyabeans, millet and many more. Cattle and other anima are
aso reared effectively in thiszone. Thiszoneisrichly endowed
with some minerdslike cod, tin, tantalite, uranium, gold and
thelike?

In addition to the core zonesisthe Middle Belt Zone. This
zoneistrandtiondlylocated between the savannah and theentire
forest zones. The Middle Belt zone covers the entire N orth-
Centra states perhaps, because of its transitiona nature, it
combines the climate and vegetation features of the savannah

6 Okpeh, O.0. and U gbegili, S.I. Thaneson N igarian Hisory Peoplesand Cultures M akurdi : vast publishers,
2013, pp. 10-11.

7 Udo, R.K. “Environments’ and peoples of Nigeria: A geographica introduction to the History of
Nigerid’, in Ikime O. (ed.) Graundwark of Nigaria Higary. Ibadan: Heinemann, 1980, pp. 1-8

8 llogje, N.PA New Geoggphy of Nigaia Lagos: Longman, 1996, pp. 2-5.
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and therain forest zonesrespectively.® Thefragmentation of the
country into zonesdoesnot in any way lay claim that each zone
isentirely an ‘Idand of her own’. Ingtead, thebaancein resource
endowments between the aforementioned zones created
complementarity and interdependence, a medium that helped
inno smdl measurein unitingthe peoplesof thecountry through
severd yearsof contactsand interactionsduringthepre-coloniad
period, which challenges the notion that Nigeria is a mere
geographicd expression.

In their joint study of the Higtory of Nigeria T. Faola A.
Mahadi, M. U homoibhi and U. Anyanwu bringto theforethat
both the forest zone and the savannah are subdivided into three
types as gppear here under:

(i) Mangrove Swamp Forest: Thisis found in the Cross
River and the Delta The water here isblackish and the
common treeisthe red mangrove.

(i) Fresh Water Swamp Forest: The treesthat flourish here
arethemahogany, sassvood, variouspamsand the abura
M oisture-loving plantsthrive well here.

(iii)  Tropicd Rain Fored: Thisis the most extensive. It is
evergreen and could sustain different kinds of plants.’

The savannah, too, fdlsinto three mgor zones, from South
to N orth: Guinea, Sudan and Sahel.For clearer understanding,
these zones are andyzed below.

(a The GuineaSavannah: Thissub zone enjoysthe greatest
amount of rains and a shorter dry period. It has more
trees than the other two zones and the grass is coarse.
The Guinea Savannah is prominent in Nigeria and
occupiesamost haf of the country’slandscepe.

(b) The Sudan Savannah: The mgor characterigtics of this

® Okpeh, 0.0.and U gbegili, S.I. Thaneson Nigaian Higory Pegplesand Cultures M akurdi: vast publishers,
2013, pp. 12
° Fdola T. &'a, Hidary of Nigeria: Nigaria Before 1800 AD. Vol 1, Ikeja: Longman, 1999, p. 14.
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zoneisan annud averagerainfdl of 560-1,020M M. T here
may be no rain for several monthsin the year and the
relaive humidity ishigh.

(c) The Sahel Savannah: T hisislocated in theextremenorth-
east. Generdly, it hasthe highest months of dry season.
Acaciawith light foliage and thornsaswell asshrubsare
common in thiszone." H aving anaysed thegeographical
featuresof the country, the section that followsdiscusses
N igeria’spopulation on growth between the 1950s-2006
with projection to 2015.

M ap of Nigeria Showing the Six (6) Geo-political Zones

North West" R North.East

1.
o

MAP OF NIGERIA SHOWING
THE 6 GEO-POLITICAL
ZONES

Source: https//www.com.ng/seerch7g= map+ of+ nigeria+ showing
the geo-politicd zones Accessed on 13.06.2016

" Faola T. &'a Hidory of Nigeia...P. 14
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T he Population of Nigeria
The population of Nigeriaisthe totad number of people who
areresdent in Nigeria Thecountry’spopulation isdetermined
by the population census. Population census started in Nigeria
beforetheN igeriaindependence. Thefirst elaborate population
census in the country was conducted in 1952/53. This census
indicatesthat, there are morethan 200 digtinct ethnic groupsin
Nigeria, most of whom have distinct customs, traditions and
language.” The larger and politically dominant groupsinclude
the Yoruba, the Igbo and the Hausa, and the Fulani. Other
prominent but lessnumerousgroupsinclude Edo, thelbibio, of
the Cross River State, the Berom, Angas, M aghavul, the Torok
of Plateau State, Tiv, Idoma, Igede of theBenue Valley, the N upe,
Gbagi, Igda& Igbiraof theMiddleN iger, Valey, and theKanuri
of the Lake Chad Basin. There is alarge concentration of the
smalest ethnic groupsin the Middle Belt wherethereare more
than 180 different groups in a significant feature of the
digribution of ethnic groupsin Nigeria®

Itison record that aconsiderable demographic dataislacking
in the country. This is because no much effect had not been
made in the past to collect such data through censuses, vita
registration and sample surveys, but the few attemptsthat were
made did not yield the desred results. Nigeria has attempted
over adozen censuses in its history, including those in 1866,
1871 and 1896 but wererestricted to only Lagos|dand and part
of this mainland, which included some more urban townsin
the colony.™

S.1. U gbegili reflectsin histhesisthat in 1931, the procedure
for the conduct of the censusin the Southern Protectorate was
different from that of the N orthern part of the country.” In the

21991 anaus of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Analyticd Report at the N ational level, April, 1998, p.3.

¥ Udo, R.K. “Environments and Parples of N igaia ...p.15.

1991 population census ... P15-6.

s Ugbegili, S.I “A History of HIV/AID S pandemicin Nigeria 1980-2006". Ph.D T hesis, D epartment of
History, Benue State U niversity, M akurdi, 2009, p. 32.
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former, the population estimateswere based on tax, recordsand
0 theaged, infantsand tax evaderswerelikely excluded. On the
other hand, for thelatter, two typesof enumerationswerecarried
out. Thefirst conssted of estimatesfrom “existing records’ and
the second was intensive enumerated of only 5 selected towns
and 201 villages. The tax riot in Cadbar and Warri Provinces
prevented enumeration in themgor townsof these areas, while
the locust invason in 1931 resulted in the diverson of some
census staff to anti-locust duties in some of the N orthern
provinces.® In 1941 there was no attempt to conduct a census
because of the Second World War. The 1952/53 census was the
first eldborate and near-scientific census conducted in Nigeria
It however, lacked smultaneity and probably under-enumerated
the population of Nigeria

Thefirgt post-independence censuswas carried out in 1962.
The results were cancelled and another attempt was made in
1963." Theresult wasd so contested at the Supreme Court which
ruled that it lacked jurisdiction over theadminidrativefunctions
of the Federd Government. In 1973 no attempt was made for
censusenumeration.™|n 1988, an effort wasmadeto establish a
nation-wide system of continuous and comprehensive
registration of vital events on an experimenta bass. This was
being expanded in phases. Returnsfrom the experimentd areas
indicated that in 1990, 51.9 percent of al expected live births
and 13.4 percent of al expected deaths were registered.

In addition to the above, different efforts were made to
generate reliable demogragphic data through numerous sample
surveys such as 1965/66. Demographic Sample Survey (D SS)
conducted by the Federd Office of Statistics (FOS), the 1981/
82. Nigeria Fertility Survey (N FS) conducted by the N aiona
Population Bureau (N ow N ationd Population Commission) as
part of the World Fertility Survey (WFS) Programme and the

61991 population census...Pp.15-6.
7 Ekanem, |. A aitical Appraisa of 1963 ansus Benin City: Ethiope Publishing Corporation, 1972.
81991 population ansus... R15-6.
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N ationd Integrated Survey of Households(N ISH) in 1983 and
theNigerian Demographicand Hedth Survey (NDH §) in 1990.
TheN DH Swaspart of theworld wide Demographicand H edlth
Survey Programme Conducted by FOS and coordinated by the
then Institute for Resources Development and Macro
Internationa Inc (IRD/M1). These surveys provided a more
reliable information on family planning, fertility, mortaity and
hedth practices.

The year 1991 witnessed another population census, in
N ovember, while a Post Enumeration Survey (PES) followed
in December 1991. The successful conduct of the 1991
population census clearly reserved the fate of censustekingin
Nigeria More importantly, it provided arich set of socio-
economic and demographic data that will improve N ationa
Development Planning for Nigeria? According to the
projections of NPC, based on the 1991 N aiona Population
Censusfigure of 88,992,22 and using the growth rate of 2.83%
per annum, Nigeria’s population was estimated a 124 million
for 2005, however, approximately two-thirds of the population
livein rurd areas which areareasmodly lackingin many modern
amenities. The tota population of 88,992,220 was made up
44,529,608 maes(50.04%) and 44,462,612femaes(49.96%). The
population figure wasmuch lessthan the speculated pre-census
esdimates of 120 million based on the 1963 census.®

Themost recent population censustook placein 2006, which
wasmore comprehensive asit covered population and housing
that were expected to provide reliable and detailed data on the
size, structure distribution and socio—economic, and
characteristicsof the country’spopulation for effective planning,
policy intervention and monitoring goas. It sought to know the
housing conditions of the population which would provide a

%1991 population Censusof the Federal Republicof Nigaria, Analytical Report at theN ational levd, April, 1998, p.6
2 National HIV/AID s and Reprodudive Hedlth Survey, FRN , Ministry of Health, Abuja, August 2006, p.2
2 Ugbegili, S.I. “A History of HIV/AIDS ...” p.34
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religbleindicator of citizen’swell-being.2? The 2006 censuswas
conducted in two phases, first Housing Listing and House
N umbering Operations and second actual population
enumeration phases. However, there were no questions on
ethnicity and religion in 2006 census. T he censusresultsof 2006
published in March 2009 by the N ational Population
Commission (N PC) asgpproved and gazetted by the president,
late U mar Musa Yar’Adua as presented in the table below.

PERSPECTIVES ON NIGERIAN PEOPLES AND CULTURE

Table 1: Find Figures of 2006 Census

S/N | State Total Population
1 Abia 2,845,380
2 Adamawa 3,178,950
3 Akwa-Ibom 4,177,828
4 Anambra 4,653,066
5 Bauchi 1,704,515
6 Bayelsa 4,253,641
7 Benue 4,171,104
8 Borno 2,892,988
9 Cross River 4,112,445
10 Delta 2,176,947
11 Ebonyi 3,233,366
12 Edo 2,398,957
13 Ekiti 3,267,837
14 Enugu 2,365,040
15 Gombe 3,927,563
16 Imo 4,361,002
17 Jigawa 6,113,503
18 Kaduna 9,401,288

2 Timoh, JB. & Adeagbo, J.D. “Population Censusand Socid ServicesAllocation Strategy for Sustainable
Development” in Aguama, H.D. &'d (ed.) Contemporary Isuesand Challenges of Sustainable D evdgpment
in theNew Millennium” T he N igeria Experience. Lagos: Sam Artrade, pp. 374-387.
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19 Kano 5,081,584
20 Kastina 3,256,541
21 Kebbi 3,314,043
22 Kogi 2,365,353
23 kwara 9,113,605
24 Lagos 1,869,377
25 Nasarawa 3,954,772
26 Niger 3,751,140
27 Ogun 3,460,877
28 Ondo 3,416,959
29 Osun 5,580,894
30 Oyo 3,206,531
31 Plateau 5,198,716
32 Rivers 3,702,676
33 Sokoto 2,294,800
34 Taraba 2,294,800
35 Yobe 2,321,339
36 Zamfara 3,278,873
37 FCT Abuja 1,406,239
Total 140,431,790

Source: Obase, 2009:26, “Fina Census FiguresN ow Out” in

N ewawaldh, M arch 23, 26 and 27. Extracted (modified) from Jibo,

M. &'d (eds) Nigaian Journa of Pditical and Adminidrative Studies
(N JPAS). p. 60.

However, the population trends in Nigeriafrom 1970 and
projected to 2015 shows the tota population in millions over
the years; annud population growth rate; percentage and actuad
population of urban and rurd areas; percentageof children under
fifteen years of age, population of adults aged sixty-five years
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and above, and theover-dl human development index vauefor
Nigeria Thisisshown in the table below:

Table 2: Demographic Trendsin Nigeria

Demographic Trends 1970-1975 | 1999 2001 2015
Totd population in millions. 54.9 110.8 117.8 161.7
Annud populaion growth rate (%) 29 29 23 2.3
U rban population (% of total population) 234 431 44.8 55.5
U rban population actud) .- 47m 52.7m

Rural population (% of totd population) . 56.9 55.3m
Population of lessthan 15 yearsof age (%) . 45.2 44.8 40.6
Population aged 65 years of age and aove (% of | .. 3.0 3.1 34
totd)

Population aged 65 yearsand above (actud) .- 3.3m 3.6m 4.0m
Humean D evelopment Index (vaue) . 455 463

Source: UN DP Human Development Reports2001 and 2003.

Teable 2 shows statistics on population trends in Nigeria,
extracted from the U nited N ations Development programme
(UN DP) Report on Human Development, 2003. It showsthat
the population of Nigeriain 1975 was54.9 million. In 2001, the
tota population was 117.8 million, and thiswas projected to be
161.7million in 2015. Theannud growth ratewas2.3%in 2001.
It wasprojected to be2.3%in 2015, from thisreport it isevident
that there is an apparent reduction in the annud population
growth rate from 2.9% to 2.3%, as projected for 2015.

It is pertinent to note that population censusis a complex
exerciseto embark upon asit involvesalot of activities. One of
the crucia pre-census activities is demarcation of the country
into Enumeration Areas (E.As) to generate what isreferred to as
Cenaus frame® Demarcation of the country into small

z  Egwemi, V. “The Politics of Population Censusin Nigeria: An Appraisd of the 2006 Population
Census’,in Jdbo, M. (ed.) Niggianourna of Pdiitical and Adminigrativedudies M akurdi: Selfers Academic
presslLtd, p.57.
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enumeration areas prevents the omission or duplication of
settlements, housing units and households during the census
exercise. Other pre-census activities include designing of
census questionnaires, organizing workshops on census
methodology, definition of census concepts, public
enlightenment and education, the pretest of the census
questionnaires and a trial census. In spite of these complex
activities population censusin Nigeriais an exercise that will
continue to be of relevance assumed by Osaghae thus:

Aslongaspopulation figurescontinueto beused for revenue
dlocetion, creation of new statesand locd governments, sitting
of government establishments and so on, the census will
continue to be a senstive politicd issue.®

The implication of the above historica representation is that
populaion censusisof paramount importanceto any nation both
developed and developing nations because it directs the
government on its policiesin different agpects of the N ationa
economy. In this wise, the Federd Government of Nigeriais
planningto undertake another censusin 2016, which it ishoped
when well done, shal help in directing and refocusing the
nationa economic policiesthat will enableher to actuaized the
vison 20:20:20 economic blue print objective for sustainable
economicgrowth and development in the21% century. N ow that
the discusson on the country’s population, another issue that
requires our attention is the linguistic classification of the
Nigerian peoples.

LinguisticsClassification of Nigerian Ethnic Groups

H ere, the study debunksthemyth that N igeriaasaconsgtitution
of multi-ethnic groups is an ‘Artifidal aeation’ of the British
colonidistsor a‘Meregeographical expressan’. It a so refutesthe

% Osaghae, E.E. Crippled Giant: Nigaria sincelndgoendence |badan: John Archers publisher Ltd, 2002.
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faseimpresson that Nigeriaasa“Tower of Babel” impliesthat

N igeriansnever had anythingin common before colonidism.®

Articulating on this matter, M.A. Afolabi quotes Appiah who

arguesthat: whatever Africansshare, we do not haveacommon

Traditional religion or conceptua vocabulary”.® In the like

manner, M. Crowder demonstrates that, Nigeria today is

inhabited by a large number of ‘tribad’ groups ranging in size
from afew thousand to many millions, speaking between them
severd hundred languages® Though at fird, their variety of
customs, language and socid organization isbe-wildering. They
can beclassfied into anumber of linguistic groupswhich givea
far good indication of their culturd effiliations?® Of course,
linguigtic afiliation doesnot necessarily imply common descent,
since contact between the two very different groups can result
in the assmilation of the linguistic system of one by the other.

For example, Joseph H. Greenberg classifiesthese languagesin

thefollowing thus:

(1)  The Niger-Congo Family: Thisis one of the largest
groupsof languagesof Nigeriasinhabitants which isin
turn belongto thelarger Congo-Kordofanian family. The
Niger-Congo Family is divided into a number of sub-
familiesasfollows:

(a Kwa Sub Family: Those who belong to this
group are the Yoruba and Edo-speaking peoples
of the Western Region, and the Ibibio of Eastern
Region, and the former Mid-Western State and
the Twi-gpeaking peopleof modern Ghana In this
category, we also have Kalabari, Okrika, and
N embe of the Niger-Delta Region.

% Afolabi, M .A “Inter- Group Relaionsin the 20" century Nigeria: AH istorical Survey” in Akinwunmi,
Okpeh, 0.0 and Gwamna, JD. (ed.) Inta~ Group Rdationsin Nigaia During the 19" and 20" anturies
M akurdi: Aboki pub. 2006, p. 140.

% Afolabi, M.A. “Inter-Group relaions ...p.140.

Crowder, M. TheStory of Nigaiia London: Faber & Faber, 1961, pp. 24-25.

2 Crowder, M. The story of Nigeria...p. 25.

3
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(b)  CrossRiver Group: Thisfamily group ismade
up of most of the other inhabitants of Eastern
Region, the best known of whom are the Ibibio
and Efik, which fdl into thehuge family defined
by Greenberg as the Benue-Congo. This aso
includes many of the mgor ethnic groups of the
Middle Belt such as Tiv, Idoma, Igede, Alago,
dadgaa

(© Adamawa Eastern Sub-Family: Thislanguage
is spoken by the small tribes who occupy the
Cameroun foothills in Benue and Adamawa
Provinces. The light skinned, nomadic Fulanic
gopear to contain alarge Caucasoid admixture
speak a language of the Niger-Congo Family,
though it correspondsmoreclosely tothe Wesern
Atlantic language like Serer and Wolof spoken in
Senegd where the Fulani first made their home
in West Africa

2. Nilo-Saharan Family: According to Greenberg, this
language group isspoken by the peopleof N orth-Eastern
N igeria, particularly by Fulani, Kanuri, Dinka, and Luo.

3. Afro-Asiatic Family: Thisis divided into Chadic,
Semitic and Berber. Of these, Chadic languages
predominate with morethan seventy languages. Semitic
represented by various dialects of Arabic spoken in
N orth-East and Berber by Tuareg-spesking communities
in the extreme N orth-East. The Hausa language is the
most well-known Chadic language spoken in Nigeria®

2 Greeberg, JH. Studiesin Afriean LinguisticClassfication cited in Crowder, M. TheStory of Nigeria...p.25
26.
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M ap of Nigeria Showing the Language Groups

Linguistic Groups
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Source: https//www.ng/search+ mgp+ of+ nigeria+ showing the
linguigiogroups Accessed on 13.06.2016
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M ap of Nigeria Showing the Linguistic Classification
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Source:https://www.goog/e.com/?client= firefox—
bo= linguidic+ map+ of+ nigeria&gte_rd= ar. Accessad on 13.06.2016

Conclusion

From the preceding anayss, it is clearly evident that Nigeria
hashad avdid history even prior to thecolonid incurson. This
isbecause the country wasorganized and had her diverse socio-
politica systemsbefore colonia rule. The chapter aso isolated
the country into two zones anayzed and emphasized that, in
between thetwo zones, thereisatrangtiond zoneknown asthe
MiddleBelt zone. It should be noted that the geography of these
zones over time has influenced human activities and these
activitieshave d so affected theenvironment aswell. In addition,
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this study has discussed the Nigerian’s population making
inferencesfrom thefirst population censusto the recent census
of 2006. We should be cognizant of the fact that in most cases
populdion censusarecharacterized with manipulationsof figures
by either theenumeratorsor officidsof the commisson, which
sometimes have led to contention, petitions, violence and even
outright cancellation. Furthermore, the work has attempted a
linguidtic classfication of the country into threemgor language
familiesof theN iger-Congo, theNilo-Saharah, and Afro-As dic.
In doingthis thework identified theN igerian ethnicnationdities
that fallsin each of the language family.

By and large, this chapter hasclearly shown that differences
in geographical locations, languages among others naturally
occasoned and duly established the culture of inter-dependency
amongst thediverseethnicgroupsin Nigeria and consequently
reinforcesthenationa integration project hinged on the popular
nationa dogan tagged “ Unity in Diversity’, having stayed with
one another for over acentury.



Chapter Eight

Citizenship Education in Nigeria
Victor lyanyaand George Ode

Introduction

Leadership and followership havemanifesedin diverseformsand
under varied circumstancesover time and space.Someexamples
of leadership positions include, class monitor, head-teacher,
school principd, vice-chancellor, state governor and executive
presdent, just to mention afew. On the other hand, someof the
nomenclaturesthat expressvaried formsof followershipinclude,
members, devotees supporters, disciples spectators, and citizens,
among other things. Just aseach of thetermslisted above can be
used more gppropriately in reference to specificmanifestations
of followership and leadership respectively, so does the term
citizenship refer more aptly to followership under a particular
kind of socio-political environment.

Citizen as defined by the Collins English dictionary, smply
refersto amember of anation-state who owes dlegianceto the
gate, and isin turn entitled to protection by the state.' Snce the
details of what congtitutes the citizen’s terms of alegiance and
what constitutes his protective entitlements are perceived
differently acrosstimeand space, the degreesof implementation
tend to vary from one country to another depending largely on
thepolitica philosophy that governsrespective sates. Generdly
goeaking, ndion-gaestha |leen morein thedirection of socidism
tend to hold the government and the government more

'Collins Endish Didionary U nabridged 7" (ed) H arper Collins Publishers (2014)
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accountable to one another, as compared to nation-sates that
precticelibera democracy.

Citizenship as a concept has been in existence from the very
digant pagt. In theancient Greco-Roman and Egyptian societies
for ingance, the term was merely used to differentiate those
whose biologica ascendancy could be traced to the origind
settlers, from the ceptured daves who were consdered to be
sub-human.2T hisperception and usage of theterm hashowever
atered significantly in contemporary times, following the
evolution of modern nation gtates, and the emergence of more
clearly defined responsbility of the respective governments to
thegoverned, and viceversa Citizenship istherefore seen more
from the perspective of the amply stated or implied socia
contract, which bindsthegovernment of asovereign nation sate
to its citizens, and dso binds the citizens to the government.®
The falure of any government to fulfil its part of this contract
gradudly weakensits legitimacy, and this manifestsin various
formsof civil disobedience. H owever, oncecitizensare convinced
that a government has sufficiently fulfilled its responsbilities
they tend to be more patriotic. One way in which we can
demonstrate we can demonstrate patriotism in Nigeriaisto join
hands with the Economic and Financid Crimes Commisson
EFCC in thefight againgt corruption and bribery. This should
be done while bearing in mind that the main causes of bribery
and corruption include, government officia bureaucracy, undue
influence, unnecessary delay, false style of living, and frequent
creating of artificia scarcity of essential commodities.
Nigerians are therefore expected to avoid bribery and
corruption. Students, lecturers, police, soldiers, friends, families
etc. should cooperatewith relevant government agenciesto tackle

2 Max Weber, Citizenship in Andent and Medieva Citied N : Minnesota U niversity (1998) Press Pp. 43-49
3 Guy Ankerl, Towardsa Sodal Contrad on a Worldwide Saale: Solidarity ContradsGeneva: Research Series—
Institute of Labor Studies (1980)Pp. 4-5
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these ugly practicesin the Nigerian society. Similarly, cultism
should be stamped out of our tertiary ingitutions of learning.
Thisisbecause cultism is an evil asociation that is cgpable of
destroyingone’scareer and can dso ruin one’slife. Even beyond
theindividud level, cultism can beasgumblingblock to Nigeria's
quest for peace and prosperity.

Furthermore, a patriotic citizen is expected to stir clear of
vices like political violence and examination al forms of
malpractices. Politica thuggery and gangsterism have become
too frequent in N igeriasmply because the N igerian politicians
usudly recruit, train and arm our teeming youth and then use
them as thugsin their political campaigns. It is however
interesting that some of those that were used as thugs are now
turning round to intimidate their former pay masters. Thugs
who have been trained in the art of usng modern wegpons are
now using the wegpons at their disposa negatively. This partly
explainstherecurrent militancy in thenorth east and N iger delta
regionsrespectively. Someof them even end up asarmed robbers
that terrorize our highways, towns and cities. Examination
M alpractices on the other hand has become endemic in our
nation’s ingitutions. Many students have perfected ways of
cheating in examinations. Some studentsnow use the products
of modern technologica innovation like the GSM handsets,
caculdors, to perpetrate cheatingin examinations. Consequently;
governmentsat variouslevelshave enacted lawsand pendtiesto
curb examination misconducts. In addition from the lega
consequence students should understand that cheating in
examinaions will ultimately bring disgrace to parents, friends,
relaionsand themselves.

6 Okpeh, O.0. and U gbegili, S.I. Thaneson N igarian Hisory Peoplesand Cultures M akurdi: vast publishers,
2013, pp. 10-11.

7 Udo, R.K. “Environments’ and peoples of Nigeria: A geographica introduction to the History of
Nigerid’, in Ikime O. (ed.) Groundwark of Nigaria Higary. Ibadan: Heinemann, 1980, pp. 1-8

8 llogje, N.PA New Geoggphy of Nigaia Lagos: Longman, 1996, pp. 2-5.
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Education Etymologically, theword education isof latin origin
where it derives fromeduarge which means to rear, breed or
nurture. The two main categories of education are forma and
informa education, respectively.* While the latter is usualy
acquired on-the-go without theneed for any criteria theformer
is only possible where certain minimum prerequisites are
guaranteed. Citizenship education is imparted through both
systems of education.

Citizenship Education entals dl efforts made by respective
countries (through forma and informa means) to keep the
citizens adequately informed about the terms of relationship
between the government and the citizens® Such information
usuadly spellsout in unambiguoustermscitizen’sresponsgbilities
to the state which is known as ‘Civic Responsibilities. It dso
defines the responsbilities of the government to the citizens.
Both sides of responsibilities are collectively known as ‘Socid
Contract’, anditisonly when thissocia contract iswell respected
by both the government and the citizensthat agovernment can
be described ashaving legitimacy® Once agovernment begins
to loselegitimacy, themain politica actorsbegin to fear for their
safety in the midst of ordinary citizens. T hey therefore require
greater degree of security men and devices around themselves.
Such security men tend to be oppressive towardsother citizens,
and this often worsens the degree of mistrust between the
politica actorsand thecitizens.

Platformsfor Acquiring Citizenship Education

Asacorollary of theforegoing, it can bededuced that citizenship
education isacquired through forma and informa means. Since
this sort of education istargeted at the entire populace with the

4 Paul Smeyers, “History of Education: Western European Perspective” in(ed) Torsten Husen & Neville
Postlethwhite International Encydgpedia of Education Oxford: Pergamon Press (1994)

5 Bryan Turner, Citizenship and Soda Theory Cdifornia: Sage Publishers (1994) Pp. 3-5

5 Patrick Riley, Will and Pditical L egitimacy: A Critica Exposition of Sadal Contradt Theory in H obbes Rousseau,
Kant and Hegd Harvard U niversity Press (1982) Pp. 12
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exception of diens, it meansthat diverse gpproaches need to be
adopted in order to reach every socid class, cultura segment
and politica divide, within the society. Citizenship education is
usudly achieved through certain key platforms, which include,
the home, school, mass media, government propaganda, and
politica parties. Each of these platforms are discussed more
extensvely as presented below.

Home

The home in this case refers not only to one’s nuclear family,
but the entire extended biologica relations and neighborhood
whereonewasraised asagrowing child. A growing child begins
to learn informally and subconscioudyabout socia contract
between the government and the governed, ashe or shelistens
to what the adults say and do aspart of their expectationsfrom
government, and responsibilitiesto same.” A growing child will
for insgancewatch adult membersof hisnuclear family, extended
family, or even visiting neighbors, tak about issues such as
participation in voting, census, heavy tax burden, law
enforcement agents, et.c. The child may pose questions from
time to time on each of these issues out of curiosty. In other
cases, explandionsareoffered to otherswhilethechild ispresent.
U ltimately, thechild beginsto havethebasc undersanding about
some of these issue without necessarily understanding their
complexrelationship in termsof socid contract between thestae
and itscitizens. By and large, the level of citizenship education
that isattainablein any given home depends’® on the socid status
of the parents. Children born to elite parents are more likely to
be better informed about citizenship from their homes than
children from underprivileged background.

7 Caol Daling, & Dawn Casidy, Family Life Education: Working with Families Aaoss Lifespan Winscosin:
Waveland Press (2007) Pp. 13-18

8 Jenny Waes, & Paul Clarke, Learning Citizenship: Pradica Teaching Strateges for Semndary SchoolsN ew
York: RouledgeFamer (2004) P 2
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School

The school remains the most credible platform for offering a
well-rounded formal education on all subjects including
citizenship education.® In Nigeriafor instance, every knowledge
pertainingto citizenship education that isconsidered gopropriae
for aprimary school pupil isusudly contained in thesocid sudies
curriculum. Asthe child advances further into adolescent stage
in the secondary school preparatory to his attainment of adult
status at the age of eighteen (18), heisintroduced to the basic
elements of governance and citizenship. Those who gravitate
towardstheartsand socid scienceareusualy moregrounded in
the modusqpeand of governance, especialy when they study the
subject known as ‘Government’.’® For those who may not be
inclined to study in this direction, they take advantage of their
improved ability to read, write, and speak English confidently.
With this ability, they easly learn about the basc elements of
governance and citizenship through interpersona interactions
in addition to messagesfrequently put out through print and/or
electronic media

Massmedia

Even though citizenship education is supposed to be done
without anyiotaof prejudiceby themediahousesaspart of their
socia responsibility, media houses are more often than not,
influenced by their ownership structure, which in turn dictates
their respective in-house policies. Consequently, citizenship
education as disseminated by the print and electronic media
houses tend to be lopsided in their presentation of citizenship
education.” They do this by emphasizing more on the
responsibility of government to thecitizenswhen their in-house
policy isnot favorably disposed towardsaparticular government

° Jenny Wales, & Paul Clarke, Learning Citizenship: Pradticd Teaching Strateges.. P. 15

0 James Curran, “Rethinking Medis as a Public sphere” in (ed)Peter Dalgren, & Collin Spark,
Communicdion and Citizenship London: Routledge (1991) Pp. 27-57

" Stephen Wright, Nigeria: Struggefor Stability and StatusCalifornia: Westpoint Press (1998) Pp. 2-7
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in power. On the other hand, they tend to emphasize more on
civicresponsbilitieswhen they arefavorably disposed towardsa
particular government in power. Even though, awell-informed
and discerning reader/listener should be able to detect such
imbaancein reportage, not dl membersof the public areof the
same status. M gjority of the listeners and/or readers in most
developing countries including Nigeria, unfortunately rely
amost entirely on whatever information they get from themass
media

Government Propaganda

Government propagandamakesuseof every available avenue of
gettingthededred information acrossto thepeople. T hisisdone
for instance through radio, television, newspapers, posters,
banners, hand bills, and lately the internet. The bottom lineis
that each of them is sponsored and paid for with tax payer’s
money. And thisis done with the intention of swinging public
opinion in favor of the government. Although the ministry of
information usually takes responsibility for government
soonsored propagandain Nigeria but beginning from the late
1980s, the federd government established an agency known as
Mass Mobilization for Social and Economic Recovery
(M AM SER), which has now metamorphosed to N ational
Orientation Agency (N OA). In carrying out its functions over
the years this agency has been placing undue emphasis on the
dutiesof thecitizen to the state, whilede-emphasizingtheduties
of the gateto thecitizen.”? Thisisarguably done deliberately in
abid to createadocileand submissvefollowership, whilecreding
a oft-landing government in the event that it failsin carrying
out itsresponsbilitiesto the citizens.

2 Robert Stevenson, Communicdtion, Devdaoment and the T hird Werld: The Glabal Pdlitics of Information
(Cammuniaation) UK: Longman (2007) Pp34-62
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Political parties

Political parties usudly engage in citizenship education both
intentionally and unintentionaly. They do this intentiondly
when they occasonally organize public lectures, workshops,
symposia, et.c, amed a senstizing the voting public on the
responsibility of government to thecitizens.® In somerarecases,
they dso educated the citizenson their own responsbility to the
gate during such tak-shows. On the other hand, they carry out
citizenship educdion unintentionallywhenin their franticeffort
to discredit rival political parties, they rehash all the
responsibilities of a government to the governed. Thisis
commonly done at the time of €lectioneering campaigns

Conclusion

It has so far been demondgrated that citizenship education is
acquired both formally and informaly in Nigeriaasin al other
places. Thisis usualy done through the home, schools, mass
media, and government propagandaand the activitiesof politica
parties, respectively. While the school system provides the
objectively most ba anced citizenship education, themassmedia
providesthemos effectivecitizenship education in termsof wide
coverage. In order therefore for Nigeria to achieve optima
citizenship education, teaching sessions on the subject of
citizenship education recorded from schools should be
disseminated through the print and electronic mediafor public
consumption.



Chapter Nine

The Nigerian Economy and
N ational D evelopment

Mike Odugbo Odey and Sylvester Igbasue U gbegili

Introduction

Geographicdly, Nigeriais the largest country in Black Africa,
with a population of about 160 million and 923,770 square
kilometers which is about 356,688 square miles, and coastline
runningup to 583 kilometers. N igeriaisthe2nd largest economy
in Africa with annua GDP of about 71 Billion US Dollar.
Nigerian isthe 13th largest Oil producing nation in the world,
with about 32 billion barrelsof Oil reserves which may last for
the next 40 years and gas reserves that could last for over 100
yearsif well managed, according to experts. That isto say that
Nigeriahasadl it takesto be one of the most developed nations
in Africaand the World at large. H owever, morethan haf of the
Nigerian population still live in absolute poverty, with life
expectancy of about 50 yearson average, and nearly 10 million
children of school age who have never been to school. More
than half of the Nigerian population depend on subsistence
agriculture astheir only liveline.

Before the advent of the British colonid administration in
the 19th century, common dlegiance wasamost unconceivable
because of the existence of too many ethnic groups/identities
and cultura divergtiesin Nigeria However, by the beginning
of the First World War(1914), after the conquest of these severd

! Martin Wroe and Macolm Doney, “Nigeria By N umbers’, The Intanationa Devdopment Magazineg
Issue 32,Fourth Quarter 2005, Pp.8-9.
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ethnic groups, it was gpparent the unification of dl the diverse
groups was imperative to pave way for nationa development.
AccordingtotheBritish colonia government, N igeriahad about
416 ethnic groupsby 1926 out of which about 297 groups, about
(70%) of which inhabit the Centrd N igeriaareaeach with their
tendencies of socio-economic and political interests.?

Back in 1898,theblueprint of theunification (amagamation)
of these diverse ethnic groups had cautioudy been worked out,
mainly against the backdrop of its economic benefits by which
therich coasta region was expected to support the land-locked
and poor northern region. By 1906,the full implementation of
the amagamation policy had begun with the unification of the
Protectorate of Southern Nigeriawith the Lagos Colony which
were previously under different administrative heads. This
culminated in 1914 when the Northern and Southern
Protectorate and Colony were merged together under Sir
Fredrick Lugard as Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria

By 1936,N igeriaexisted as a country in three disinct parts/
regions: N orth, East and West. In 1963,N igeria existed as four
regions, with the addition of Mid-West. This regional
arrangement metamorphosed into 12 statesin 1967,and later 19
gatesin 1976, in 1987, Nigeriahad 21 States and currently 36
sates snce 1996. However, a every stage, most ethnic groups
aregripped with the fearsof domination by other ethnic groups,
which isan encumbranceto nationa development. On October
1st 1960, Nigeria was granted politicd independence and free
from the British colonid domination. In 1963, N igeriabecame
a Republic. Seven years later, Nigeria had a mgor civil war
between 1967 and 1970 and laer ill, severd other nationd crises
(either as religious-ethnic, politicd or constitutiona) nature
which could have throw the country into another civil war and
dowing down nationa development.

2 AchakpaP. M. and Aliyu Y., “U neasy Peace: A Report of Violent Conflicts® in, Catholic Eaddesadtical
Province of Abuja. A publication of Hedth/Jdustice, Development and Peace Commission, Caritas,
Abuja,2004.
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The N ational D evelopment Question: NigeriaUnder T he
Military 1966 to 1999

Theconcept of nationa development isusualy seen aseconomic
growth. However, it is not limited to or synonymous with
economicissues. It isseen asaprocessand changesin the Gross
Domestic Product (GD P),which expertsargueshould be d least
up to 5 % annualy to be considered as reasonable growth.
Economic development means severd thingssuch asexpansion
of output in units of production and when factorsor strategies
of production are used more efficiently to boost production. At
amecro-level, economic growth may aso involve increase in
labour force, more working hours and use of more areble land
in agriculturd production. At the micro-level, it involves shifts
in production strategiesfrom onecrop to another aswell ashigher
capecity utilization which was previoudy underutilized. Thus,
even without technica innovations, there could be economic
growth in an economy, which may not necessarily imply
development. In other words, economic growth and
development do not mean the same thing because genuine
development must begin from acertain level of smple change
and proceedsto complex development, such asfrom subsistence
agricultura production to indusgtria revolution which ismore
dynamic and robust. M ore importantly, development implies
multidimensond thingsand touchesa apectsof human society
and life. For instance, nationad development as used here is
supposed to beaprocessof changein thecountry which trandaes
into more meaningful living standards of the mgority of the
people through the enhancement of oneself esteem, the ability
to freely exercise one’s power of choice and freedom from
servitude. It meansthe ability to meet one’sdaily basic needsfor
the mgority of the people and ensuring the life span of people
esentidly congtitute the core issues of development®. Thus,

3 M. P Todaro, Eanamic D evdopment in the Third World. L ongman, 1977.
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nationa development can only make sense when peopleareless
poor, wherethereissocid justice and equity, and when women
and men have equd opportunities. In simple terms, without
socid progress or reasonable changes, economic development
would make no sense to anybody. This is an abbreviated
explanation of the concept of economic and national
development which accordingto theU N DPinvolvesreasonable
lifeexpectancy of N igerians, good hedth satusand thelongevity,
higher educational knowledge and attainment as well as
reasonable level of income or cash liquidity for decent standard
of living.

Abinitig it may be observed that both democratically el ected
civilian and the military governments in Nigeria have not
subgtantially brought éout the much expected economic growth
and development with the framework of the above concept of
nationa development since independence to date so far. The
truth of thisclam isshown in thefact that nationa development
has not been transated into broader issues of better living
standardsor socia wellbeing, equdity and happinessof the vast
majority of the people since 1999. N ationa development in
N igeriacan be examined in severd waysasfollows:

The Role of the Nigerian Military in National
D evelopment from 1966 to 1999
Thefirst Military intervention in the N igerian politicswasin a
coup led by M gor ChukwumaN zeowu in 1966.Sincethen, the
military had remained in power till 1999 when General
Abdulsalam Abubakar handed over to Genera Olusegun
Obasanjo aselected president. For aperiod of 33 yearsbetween
1966 and 1999, the military phenomenon in Nigeria was
punctuated by ademocratically elected government under Shehu
Shagari in October 1979 to 1985.

The military coup in January 1966 which ushered in the
regime of Generd Yakubu Gowon; one of the longest military
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regimesin the nation’shistory (1966-1975) led to the cessation
of Igbosin Eastern Nigeria and the (1967-1970 )civil war and
the unprecedented massive destruction of livesand property. By
theend of thewar when N igerianswoke up to theredity of the
3 Rs: Reconstruction, Reconciliation and Rehabilitations, it was
like beginning the process of nation building & economic
development all over. Then came the regime of Murtala
Muhammed (July 1975-February1976) but it wasshort-lived and
followed by that of Olusegun Obasanjo (February 1976-
september 1979).The euphoria of the second civilian
Government in Nigeria under Shehu Shagari (October 1979-
Dec.1983) quickly died down and it were, everybody wasready
for another round of nationa criss, especidly of politicd and
religiousnature setting back theprocessof nationd development.
The next coup was masterminded by Genera Muhamudu
Buhari and Idiagbon on 31 D ecember, 1983 and theregimelasted
up to August 1985 and was mainly regarded by most Nigerians
as government of “Muslims’ especially when at last the
government was handed over to another N ortherner, lbrahim
Babangida on August 27" 1985 to August 1993,that was about
eight years. It wasunder |BB that the Federal capita wasmoved
from Lagosto Abujabeforehereluctantly handed over power to
another Northerner-Genera Sani Abacha for about five years
beginning from N ovember,1993 till June 1998 dmost leading
the nation to abrink of disintegration because of the clam that
Abiola, aSoutherner won the generd presidentia electionsbut
was denied; giving way subsequently to the saga of June 12",
1994 and the Interim N ationd Government of Shonekan came
up till May 1999.

Consdering the achievements of the military towards
national development, somehaveargued that they succeeded
in regoringlaw and order and madeway for nationa integration
and development. Astheir traditiondly assgned role, themilitary
further clamed they wanted to maintain professonaism and
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were able to check the reckless and unacceptable accumulation
of thenation’swedth in afew hands visavisthe utter neglect of
thevast mgority of thepeople. They dso ensured human rights
and paved way for faster nationa development and above al,
haskept theN ation’scorporate existence expecidly after thecivil
war. The Nigerian military has also checked the poor
performanceof dmost al thecivilian regimes, thecorruption of
the politicd class, thefear of domination of one region over the
other amidst the fear successve democraticaly elected politica
leaders may probe the past military leaders.

Accordingto M gor-Genera Gbor, the positiveimpact of the
successveN igerian military engagementsin party-politicsappear
to be more on the military themselves rather than the much
desred nationd development®. Among other things, themilitary
did much to enhancetheir professonaism and national defense,
athough mog N igerianshaveaccused the military of neglecting
to modernize the military barracks as well as lack of cgpacity
building of the armed officers and men, the primitive
accumulation of wealth of military officersand dow promotions
from the rank and file to the top. Most Nigerians are happy to
remember that it wasthe Nigerian military that created the 12
and later the 36 dates of the Federation out of the colonial
regional governments to bring development closer to the
grassroots speed up nationa development. It was also the
Nigerian military tha brought about the 1976 Loca Government
Reformsand thecreation of 774 Loca Government Councilsin
the country. The military must also be commended for
egtablishing a new Federa Capitad in Abuja by moving out of
Lagostraffic-jam. The military has also successfully engaged in
thedevelopment of infrastructure acrossthe country and changed
theN ationd currency to N airaand Kobo from theBritish Pound
Sterling as well as the promotion of nationa integration by

4 Gbor John, WT., Military Histary: Nigaria from Pre-cdlonia Erato the Presmt, Longman, Lagos, 2004,R18
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egtablishing the N aiona Youth Service Scheme, the Federa
Character Commission and U nity Schools, U niversd Primary
Education, and establishmentsof Teachers Colleges, Secondary
Schools, Colleges of Education and more U niversities. Other
achievements gill include the establishment of the Refineries,
the Iron and Steel Rolling Plants, Hospitals, the Green
Revolution, Operation Feed the N ation, Accelerated food
production through the River Basin Development Authorities.

It was themilitary that brought about the devauation of the
Nigerian currency and the destruction of the middle class and
thecivil society which arevery important in agrowing economy
like Nigeria's. The implication of this is the unprecedented
growth of poverty among the vast mgority of Nigerians over
time al traceable to the long presence of the military in
governance. It isagaing thisbackground that OssomaNwdis
summed up the lessons to be kept in view regarding the
contributionsof the N igerian military in nationa development

by saying that:

The overdl reault isthat it has been devastating to nationd
development, itspeople, laws, vduesand structures. Military
ruleisan inverse function. They solved some problems and
created new ones such as armed robbery, terrorism,
ingtitutiondize corruption and unitary federdism.®

N ational D evelopment in Nigeria Under D emocratically
Elected Government Since 1960

Bade Onimode describes the nature of the colonia economy
which washanded to the newly independent country - Nigeria,
as “mixed within the Keynesan framework and characterized
by structural distortions and peripheral capitalism and
overdependenceon foreign trade mechanism.®H efurther argues

5  (Odsoma dted by Fegokwu, In Gbor, (Ed). 2004:297.
6 Bade Onimode, “The Performance of the Economy” in Kayode,M.O.et a (Eds.),Nigaia Since
Independence: The Firg 25 Yearsval.ll, The Economy,H einemann,London,1989.
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that most of the new economic policies in Nigeria since
independence were essentidly policies of underdevelopment
which were incapable of promoting nationa development. In
fact, they rather continued to entrench neo-colonia dependence
policies. TheseincludeOil policy in 1967, Indigenization policy
in 1977, Income policy, Austerity measures, N ational Economic
and Empowerment and Development Strategy (N EEDYS)
N ationd Poverty Eradication Programnme,(N APEP),N ationd
Directorate of Employment,(NDE) and so on. In between dll
these, different programmes of government have also been
articulated to achieve the ams including Operation Feed the
N ation, Green Revolution, River Basin Authorities, Poverty
dleviation and Reduction. These policies were duplications of
previous ones and too much of everything without specific
direction over the last 55 years. The implication of this after
1960isshown in thedow growth rateperformancein thenation’s
economy and high growth rate of poverty acrossthe country.

Thelevel of poverty in Nigeriaand to what extent to which
poverty has been reduced is another way by which to explan
nationa development, especidly under democraticaly elected
governance since 1999 to date. AsKofi Annan hasargued “good
governanceisperhgpsthesnglemost important factor by which
to eradicate poverty and promote development””’

T hisislinked to “democracy which isa universal right
that does not belong to any country or region, and that
participatory governance, based on the will of the people,
is the best path to freedom, growth and development™.
Apart from that, under democratic governments, therearemore
chances of socia security which on the long run facilitate
economic development through foreign investments Although,
democratic governmentsusuadly have numerouschalengesand

7 UNDPReport ,2001 in, M. Ndulo, (Ed.), DenaaaticReform in Africa: Its| mpad on Governanee and Poverty
Alleviation, James Currey,Ohio University Press,2006.P151.

8 R.Cameron, A CondseEmnamicH isary of theWorld: From Paledithic TimestothePresat, Oxford U niversity
Press,Oxford.1989.
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conflicting demandsto contend with from the federating units
but they tend to succeed and grow faster especiadly nationsthat
are Oil-rich like Nigeria. There is no justification why a
democratically elected government like Nigeria should not
develop in dl ramifications. H owever, the country isacclamed
to beone of therichest nationsin the world but remainsone of
the poorest with over 75 percent of the population living in
absolute poverty, congtituting a population of individuaswho
do not know wheretheir next mea will comefrom throughout
theyear. Thiscontradiction ispartly linked to the fact that over
80 percent of Nigeria's 924,000 sqg km land massisavailablefor
agricultura production, which if fully utilized would be a
springboard for nationa development itself. However, out of
this, only about 20 percent of land areaisused for agriculture.®
And to makemattersworse, non-oil resourcesisabout 35 percent
of Nigeriasrea GDP growth since 2000%.

More specificdly, in the last fifty years, the performance of
the Nigerian economy has been more or less a staggering
experience despite the discovery of Oil on the Nigerian Shores
in 1957 which hasbrought about the generd syndrome of what
istermed Dutch Dissasg implying a course in disguise. Severad
andysisseethegenera performanceduringtheperiod aswasted
years and loss of battle againgt poverty''. Although dl the post
colonial governmentsin Nigeria a federd, states and LGAs
recognized the importance of the agricultura sector and situate
it the N ationa Development Plan or the fiscd plans of State
governments budgets each year respectively’?, the role of
Petroleum/Oil has become an overriding phenomenon in dl
aspectsof nationd lifeand the GD P per cent of agriculturebegan

®  Aworh,0.C. 1999. “Nigeria’s Food Security: A Timeto Act”. In, Niggian AgiiailtureMagazingVol .3,N o.
1,April/M ay, pp 8-11.

' Norbrook, N . 2010. “Economy Overview: U nfinished Business,” Nigeriaat 50. In, TheAfrican Report,
No. 25, pp.16-18.

" TheWorld Bank Povaty Assessment, Nigaria: Povaty in the Midst of Plenty, The Chalenge of Growth with
Induson, 1996.

2 Kayode, M.O.et d (Eds.), Nigaia sncel ndependence: TheFirst 25 Years TheEanomy, vol.l1. Heinemann,
London, 1989.
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tofdl from 60 per centin 1957 to 53 per cent in 1960 and further
down to 34 per cent in 1974 worsened further by the civil war
accentuated by the droughts of the 1970s. From the beginning
of the 1980sN igeria was importing more than 50 per cent of
her food requirements which is a serious contradiction of the
policy of anation that made self sufficiency in food production
acardind objective towards nationa development.

Another significant way by which to assessthe performance
of economic growth and national development isto look at the
N ational D evelopment Plans: From (1962-1968); (1970-
1974); (1975-1980); (1981-1985) involving all national
development plans and fiscal policies covering the different
sectorsof theeconomy aresubsumed, rangingfrom Agriculture
to Manufacturing, Commerce & Industry, Communication,
Power & Energy Banking. T he 1st D evelopment Plan (1962-
1968) represented continuity of colonid policy of expansion of
commodity production from thefour Regionsfor export without
any co-ordination or drive towards transformation of the
traditiond economy to amodernized one. With apuny alocation
of N 1.4 billion out of which N 183.3 million was dlocated to
agriculture as capital expenditure covering all levels of
Government, nothing much was done to put the economy to
work as anticipated especidly under the circumstances of war
that wasloomingin theair. T he 2nd N ational D evelopment
Plan (1970-1974) marked the years of the popular 3Rs
(Reconciliation, Reconstruction and Rehabilitation) in Nigeria
asan attempt to movethenation away from theruinsof thecivil
war. The 3rd N ational D evelopment Plan (1975-1980) was
thusincapable of revamping thebattered economy and worse of
dl, theagriculturd sector-thelivewireof theeconomy wasunable
to provide adequatefood and raw materidsfor industries. Thus
indeed, the concept of self-sufficiency in food production
remainsmereacademic exercise, even after thelaunchingof three
related progranmes of N ationa Accelerated Food Production
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Programme (N AFPP), Operation Feed the N aion (OFN) and
the Green Revolution programme in the subsequent
Development plan. These sirategies created awareness among
N igerians, but becausethey lack coherent planning and weskness
a implementation stages did not achieve the desired results
towards nationd development. For the OFN in particular, it
meant different thingsto different groupsof N igerians: theurban
wage earners, the agricultura experts, and the rurd farmers.
According to UNDP classfication of Human Poverty Index,
Nigeriaranks 80 out of 100,with 52 per cent of the population
without improved water supply,0Over 70 per cent liveon lessthan
one US Dollar per day. Furthermore,80 per cent of Nigerian
children and women are manourished. On the whole, thishas
pushed the nation’s poverty level from 46 per cent in 1996 to
about 76 per cent asthe current poverty regime in both urban
and rurd areas®.

Conclusion

From this abbreviated assessment of the Nigerian national
development under the military and democratically e ected
governments, macro and micro economicissueswereexamined,
in broad strokes. The N ational Development Plans and
performance of mgor sectors of the Nigerian economy were
aso reviewed up to 1999 with emphasison poverty reduction as
animportant index for discussngnationa development. Indeed,
as far as the Nigerian sustainable economic and national
development areconcerned, alot isyet to bedone. And thiswill
depend on the political will of the government in power,
especidly on what constitutes “good governance which is the
sum-tota of atransparent exercise of economic, politica, socid
and adminigrativeauthority in theequitablemanagement of the
sate as well asitsfisca and monetary policy, its resources and

¥ UNDP Human Development Report on N igeria,2001.
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how people articulate their interests to make sustainable
progress’™.).

In conclusion, it will be wrong to say that military or
democraticdly elected government pg hasthefina answer to
nationa development. In fact, there are severd ingtancesin the
history of other countrieswhich may be consdered asexceptions
to therule that, for example sometimes, nationa development
may be faster under military dictatorships than democratic
regimes because of corruption, the inability of political office
holders to do what is expected, politicization of development
issuesetc. Inthepad, therewasremarkabledevelopment in some
countries in the Globa South despite the fact that they were
under military dictatorships such as Brazil, South Korea,
Indonesia, Pakistan etc unlike in Zaire, U ganda, Nigeria and
Ghana as congtitutiona democratic nations. Be that as it may,
good governanceand theentrenchment of democratic principles
aresomeof themogt strategic factorsfor promoting rapid socio-
economic development which currently congtitutesthe centra
elementin the UN Human Development Index with focuson
higher literacy/educationd achievements, life expectancy and
income generating capacity to bridge socio-economic
inequdities. Findlyonemayingst that without good governance,
therecan beno sustainable development or meaningful progress
in the Nigerian development process. This is because,
throughout human history, the role of government remains as
srategic as ever before in the development process of nation-
sates.

% J. Klugman, (Ed.), A Sourasbook for Povaty Redudion StrategiesVdl. 1: Core Techniques and Cross Cutting
Isues The World bank, Washington D.C.2002.P269



Chapter Ten

Environmental Challengesin Nigeria

ChrisS. Orngu and David M. Igba

Introduction

Environmentda concern remains one of the critical areas of
contemporary scholarship and the trend isbound to persist far
into thisnew millennium." It has dso attracted scholarsfrom a
wide range of fields of specidization to the extent that many
tend toforget that themost criticd elementsof theenvironment
aregeographica .2 Geography isconcerned with acomplex set of
processes and relationships which generate environmental
problems in man’s interaction with the environment. Indeed,
without asound grasp of the geographica underpinningsof the
earth’ssurface, that is, our living environment, thedesreto solve
environmental challenges associated with human activities
through sound environmenta management would continueto
be elusive. In Nigeria the Spatia-tempora distribution of
environmentd chalengesare enormous. N evertheless, in term
of frequency, the anthropogenic challenges are more prevaent
in the country. T he socio-economic crisis of environmental
chalengesstormsfrom man-environmentd interaction. In many
cases, thesocio-economiccrisisistheresult of development syles
that destroy both human potentiadsand the environment.® This
chapter, therefore, discussesthemeaning, typesof environmental
chdlengesin N igerig causes spatid digribution of environmenta

! See the instructive work of G. E. K. Ofomata and P. O. Phil-Eze (eds.), Geoggohica Perpatives on
Environmenta Prablems and Managament in N igeria, Enugu: Jamoe Publisher Limited, 2007, p.1

2 SeeG. E.K.Ofomaaand P O. Phil-Eze (eds.), Geogagphical Pa petiveson Environmenta Problems and
Managament in N igeria, Enugu: Jamoe Publisher Limited, 2007, p.1

8 Ascontained in the International D esdopment Ressarch Centrefor Earth’sSake A Repart fram the Commisson
onDevdaping Countriesand Global Change. Ottawa, Canada: International Development Research Centre,
1992.
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challenges in Nigeria and suggests ways of addressing
environmentd chalengesin Nigeria

Accordingto B. A. Mary, environmenta chalengescould be
described as any criss event that surpasses the ability of an
individual, community or society to control or survive its
consegquences* Henotesfurther that an environmentd chdlenge
can be said to be an unexpected accident resulting from natura
or man-madefactors(or combination of both) that hasanegative
impact on thedaily livesand living conditionsof human’sflora
and fauna® In his own perspective, S. W. Peters defines an
environmentd chalenge as any form of harm, danger, peril or
any risk of lossin the environment.® H e describes it further as
any stuation in naureor in theenvironment which isdegructive
or probably detrimenta to man or any other component of the
environment.” It resultsfrom thedeterioration of environmenta
quality. Accordingto G. Kwame, environmenta degradation in
our physicd world hasbeen goingon for centuriesasthehuman
beingsbegan to find waysof living on earth, which explainsthe
fact that it emanatesfrom natura processesthat result from the
interaction of man and the environment. ®

Types of Environmental Challengesin Nigeria

Nigeriais faced with series of environmental challenges.
H owever, themos common environmentd problemsin Nigeria
are anthropogenic in nature.® They result from human

4 B.A.Mary, Vulnerzbility to Disaster and Sustainability Development: A Generd Framework for Assessing
Vulnerability. In M. Mohan & C. Caroline (Eds.), Disasta” Prevattion for Sudanable Devdapment: Eaconamicand
Paligy Issues Weshington D.C: The Internationd Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 19995, p.25.

5 B.A.Mary, Vulnerability to Disaster and Sustainability Development: A Genera Framework for Assessing
Vulnerability. In M. Mohan & C. Caroline (Eds.), Disade Prevention for Sustainable D erdapment: Econamic
and Pdligy | ssues Washington D.C: The Internationa Bank for Reconstruction and D evelopment, 19995,
p.25.

6 S W. Petters, N atural and Man-M ade H azards. In S. W. Petters et a (Eds), Environmental Educition,
Lagos: Nigeria Conservation Foundation, 1995, R151.

7 8. W. Petters, Natura and Man-M ade Hazards. In S. W. Petters et a (Eds), Environmental Educition,
Lagos: Nigeria Conservation Foundation, 1995, R151.

8 G. Kwame, Sodal Studies New Delhi: PHL Learning Private Limited, 2008, P75.

9  For instance, seeF. O. Ibimilua& A. |. Ibimilua(Eds.) Environmenta Chalengesin Nigeria: Typology,
Spatid Distribution, Repercussions and Way Forward, Ameaian International Journal of Sodal Sdencg
Vol.3, N 0.2, 2014, RP248.
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interference (interaction) with environment. They occur as a
result of human intent, negligence, error or failure of human-
made system. Anthropogenic hazards can be broadly classfied
under the titles of sociologicd, technical, transportation and
others. Examples of sociological chalenges are crime, arson,
juvenile delinquency, civil disorder, terrorism, amsraise, and
war. Likewise, technicd environmentd chalengesinclude the
industria, structural collapse, power outage, fire, as well as
hazardousmaterias.

Chalengesresulting from transportation emanatefrom road,
airspace, rail, sea travel, and pipe lines. Other types of
environmental challenges are pollution, air and water
contamination, household hazards, overgrazing, overfishing,
dangerous agricultural practices and household waste.™
According to A. Fatubarin, man-made problems of the
environment arethose problemscreated within theenvironment
by man, asaresault of the activitiesof man in the environment.
He further stated that man-made hazards in Nigeria are to a
large extent, technology or culture dependent.™

Human activities in Nigeria have also resulted into
environmentd chdlengeslikebiodiversity loss, oil pillages bush
burning, urban housing problem, water scarcity, as well as
pollution (water, oil, air, marine, noise, thermad, radioactiveand
vehicular). Broader worries have also arises about the
environmenta challenges of deforestation, urban flooding,
destruction of aquatic habitats, over-exploitation of forest
resources, illegal mining activities and dereliction, road
transportation mishaps as well as solid waste problems
(municipa, agriculturd, industrid, hazardous radioactive and
biomedica). Other forms of environmenta degradation are
desert encroachment, Ozone layer depletion, globa warming,

10 F. O. Ibimilua & A. |. Ibimilua (Eds.) Environmental Chdlenges in Nigeria: Typology, Spatial
Distribution, Repercussions and Way Forward, in American International Journal of Social Science,
Vol.3, N 0.2, 2014, RP248.

" A. Fatubarin, Man and his environment, llesha: Keynotes, 2009, P13.
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poor environmenta sanitation, unlawful exploitation of fossl
fuel resources, oil pillage, gasflaring and many other chdlenges
relation to oil exploration and production. The environmentd
chalengesare aggravated by poverty and rapid increasein human
population.

Causes of Environmental Challenges

Environmenta chalenges are caused mainly by natura forces
and human influences, or a combination of the two. N aturad
causes of environmentd chdlenges include climate, geologic,
atmospheric, disease and biologica factors. R. Coenraads'
identified themgor causesof naturd disastersasgeol ogica events
meteorologicd incidentsaswell asbiological disasters. According
to him, geologica eventsaretriggered by theinherent working
of our planet while meteorological events are caused by the
variaion in globa weather patterns and biologicd invents are
caused by ectionsof living agents. In smilar vein, S. W. Peters'
submitsthat while somenatura disasters(e.g. volcaniceruption,
earthquakeand hurricane) arisefrom earth’sinherent ingtability,
others (e.g. mudflow, landdides and flood emanate from mass
displacement of earth’smaterias Smilarly, R. Wrightand D. F.
Boorse have accounted for the causes of natura hazards under
the categories of hydrologicd, meteorologicad and geologica
forces'

Anthropogenic chalenges are caused mainly by human
interference with the environment. T. G. Miller, . & S. E.
Polman have identified population growth, wasteful and
unsustainable resource use, poverty, as well as insufficient
knowledge of how nature works as the major causes of
environmental problems.”™ Also G.E.R. Ofomata & Phil-Eze

2. R. Coenraads, Natura Disaders and how weape Austraia: Millennium House Pty Ltd. 2009, p.65.

¥ S W. Petters, N atura and Man-M ade H azards. In S. W. Petters et a (Eds), Environmental Education,
Lagos: Nigeria Conservation Foundation, 1995, p.151.

“ R.T.Wright & D. F. Boorse (Eds), Environmental Sdence: Toward a Susainable Future N ew Delhi: PHL
Learning Private Ltd. 2011, p.95

s T.G. Miller, &. & S. E. Spodman, Livingin Environment: aonagots Connedionsand Solutions Belmont, C.
A:: Brooks/Cole, 2011, p.125.
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identify the poor application of the principles of environmenta
management as a fundamental cause of some of the
environmentd chdlengesin Nigeria™ Human activities like
agriculture, fishing, livestock rearing and huntingare mounting
pressures on the environment.

Furthermore, other activitieslikemining and exploration for
petroleum, land reclamation, overfishing, overgrazing,
deforedtation, hunting, aswell asuseof pesticidesand herbicides
areresponsble for many environmenta challenges.

Spatial Distribution of Environmental Challenges in
Nigeria

Environmentd problems in Nigeria are not restricted to any
particular sector of the country. Like the harmathan wildfire, it
acts across dl regions of the country-rura and urban. Also it
cuts across the different geopolitical zones of the country. The
table below clearly shows the digribution of environmenta
chalengesin Nigeria

Table 1: Environmenta Chalengesin Nigeria

S/No Natural Man-made Area most affected

1 Drought and desertification Sudan-Sahel Belt (Borno, Yobe,
Jigawa, Kano, Bauchi, Adamawa,
Kastina, Zamfara And Kebbi

States).

2 Flooding Coastal belt, flood plains of major
rivers, cities with inadequate
drainage

3 Catastrophic soil erosion Enugu, Anambra, Imo, Abia, Ondo,

Eekkiti, Akwa-Ibom, Ebonyi states

4 Destructive storms All states
5 Dust Storms Sudan-Sahel Belt
6 Coastal Erosion Lagos, Ondo, Delta, Rivers, Akwa-

Ibom, Bayelsa and Cross River
States

7 Earth Tremors South Western States.

®  G.E.Ofomata& P O. Phil-Eze, Introduction, in G. E. K. Ofomaa& P. O. Phil-Eze (Eds.), Genggohicd
Perpativeson Environmenta Prablensand Managament in N igeria, Enugu: Jamoe Publisher Limited, 2007,
p.10.
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8 Pest Invasion All States

9 Human disease epidemic Al States

10 Animal disease epidemic All States

11 Dam Failure Niger, Borno, Sokoto etc
12 Building collapse All States

13 Oil Spillage Niger Delta

14 Land, water and air All States

transport accident

15 Bomb Explosion Lagos

16 Civil Strike Lagos, Kaduna, Kano, Taraba,
Benue etc.

17 Fire Disaster All States

18 Wildfires All States

Source: F. O. Ibimilua& A. I. Ibimilua(Eds) “Environmenta
Challenges in Nigeria: Typology, Spatial Distribution,
Repercussonsand Way Forward,” in Amgian Intanationa Journa
o Sadd Sdenag Vol.3, N 0.2, 2014, p.248.

Thedbovetable showsnaura and anthropologica chalenges
in Nigeria It aso showsareasmost affected.

Addressing Environmental Challengesin Nigeria

In order to save the environment from further degradation of
therich and exhaugtiveresources, it becomesinherent to address
the challenges so as to be able to achieve environmental
sustainability. Thus, overcoming environmenta challenges
demands the enhancement of agricultura production without
compromising the natura ecosystem, strengthening of loca
governance for biodiversity, management of environmenta
resources (land, water, minerals, energy, forest wedth and
biodiversity), as well as management and control of hazards.
Other environmental management techniques are the
conservation of wildlife, biodiversty, energy, and population
resources.
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PH.Raven,L.R.Being& D. M. H asenshd haveconvincingly
reasoned that the elements which contribute to addressing
environmenta problems include scientific assessment, risk
andysis, public education and involvement, politica action and
long term evaluation.” However they opined that solving
environmental problems rarely proceeds in such a straight
forward steps. The subsidiaries approach for addressing
environmental problems include the conservation of naturd
resources, pollution abatement, control of bush fires, planned
industrial development, evaluation and monitoring of
radioactivity, aswell asresource sharing.

Addressing environmenta chalenges dso requires the role
of the government (at nationd, state and locd levels), non-
governmental organizations, and community based
organizations, as well as individuals. It also necessitates the
collaborative efforts of internationa organizations, law
enforcement agencies, academicsand technocrats, theyouth, the
pressaswell asnaturd and multinationa companies.™

Conclusion

Thecontinued existenceand well-being of dl livingthings plants
and animas depend to a large extent on the ability of man to
enhance, protect, conserve, and managethenaturd resourcesin
the environment. These life supporting means are threatened
by natura and anthropogenic chalenges or a combination of
the two. In Nigeria, different chalenges are associated with
variousclimatic, vegetation, and geologic zones. Also, there are
digparitiesbetween urban problemsand those of therurd areas.
Specific problemslike oil spillage, coastd erosion, flooding and
pollution are aso rampant in the oil producing areas. M gor
solutions to the environmental challenges in Nigeria are
environmentd educaion, governanceof naure, formulation and

7 P H.Raven & L. R. Berg (Eds) Environmental, N ew Jersey: Wile, 2010, R125.
® P H.Raven & L. R. Berg (Eds) Environmental, N ew Jersey: Wile, 2010, R125.



120 PERSPECTIVES ON NIGERIAN PEOPLES AND CULTURE

implementation of stronger lawsor/and pendlties aswell asthe
use of environmentally sound technology for the monitoring of
the environment.
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